Toms Azores (Ponta Delgada) Cruise Port Guide
1) A city walking tour map with 23 points of interest - churches, gardens, museums, two cruise ship
docks, 37 shops at the cruise terminal, 2) Photos/descriptions and maps for tourist sites outside the city volcanic craters, lakes, geysers, pineapple and tea farms, sea coast sites, with information on hiking
trails, whale watching tours, and 3) The case for planning a vacation in the Azores. A cruise ship stop is
too short to explore, admire, and experience the magic of the nine Azores Islands.
Cruise ships dock in the capital city of Ponta Delgada on São Miguel, the largest of the nine Azores Islands.
The city is clean and colorful with impressive architecture. Buildings are white with dark trim and sidewalks
have dark and white pavers in decorative patterns. It's a pedestrian friendly city.
The countryside is gorgeous with varied topography ranging from flower-lined roads through rolling hills with
cattle grazing on the hillside to dramatic mountains, forests, caves, waterfalls, lakes, rivers, calderas, geysers, a
varied and impressive sea coast, and more!
This is god's country; it's a stunning and unspoilt natural environment that can be explored via road vehicles, off
road vehicles, motor bikes, hiking trails, mountain climbing, canoeing, kayaking, boating, etc. The Azores are
also one of the best spots in the world for sport fishing, whale watching, and scuba diving.
GPS Coordinates
GPS coordinates can be used with any Google or Microsoft Bing map format such as “road”, “satellite”,
“birdseye”, “earth”, or “terrain” views to see details at the location at any map scale. You can “walk” through
the city using Google street-level photos and determine distance and time for walking or riding in a vehicle.
The coordinates can also be used in hand-held or vehicle GPS devices. Set your device to input data in the
format of
Degrees, Minutes, and Seconds shown as N ddd° mm' ss.ss”, W ddd° mm' ss.ss”
You can copy and paste GPS coordinates from this guide into Google or Bing maps. You can also type the
coordinates into Google maps. You don't need to type the symbols for degrees, minutes, and seconds. Replace
these symbols with “spaces” and type the letters, numbers, comma, and decimal points into the map.
Example: Town Hall in the main square in Ponta Delgada has GPS = N 37°44'22.0", W 25°40'07.4"
Type n 37 44 22.0, w 25 40 07.4 into the Google Map search box. The map will find the location.
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CAVEAT
Information contained herein is believed to be accurate. PLEASE verify the information you use for your travel
plans. Opinions expressed are my own. This port guide is protected by copyright law - see the last page of this
guide for legal notices.
Tom Sheridan
Note: I would like to thank Larry and Sue Lottier, Pam and Ron Evans, and Bruno Rodrigues for their help on
this port guide.
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Where Cruise Ships Dock in Ponta Delgada on São Miguel Island
São Miguel is the largest Azores Island measuring 56 miles by 9 miles with an area of 293 sq. mi. The island
population is 150,000 with about a third living in Ponta Delgada, the capital city of the Azores.
There are two dock areas in Ponta Delgada.

1) The first cruise ship to arrive docks at the main cruise ship dock GPS = N 37°44′17.3″, W 25°39′44.9″
The dock is next to 37 harbor shops, bars, restaurants, and businesses plus the dock for ferry boats to the other
Azores Islands. It's a 750 foot walk to Avenida Infante Dom Henrique, the main road along the harbor.

2) The second cruise ship to arrive ties up at the industrial docks. GPS = N 37°44′06.6″, W 25°39′41.7″
It's 3900 feet from the cruise ship to Avenida Infante Dom Henrique, the main road along the harbor. However,
you cannot walk through the industrial docks when cargo is being loaded on/off container ships. Free shuttle
buses are provided from the ship to Forte de São Brás/Military Musem.
Anchoring in the harbor and tendering passengers ashore.
On one of our visits, I saw a cruise ship anchor near the marina and tender passengers ashore. I don't know if
ships do that anymore. The docks have been improved.
Map of Cruise Ship Docks

We've been to Ponta Delgada four times. Twice our ship docked at 1 and twice it docked at 2. If you are on a
ship's tour or pre-arranged private tour, your tour bus or van will be parked next to the ship. It doesn't make any
difference where your ship docks.
If you are on a self-guided tour and your ship docks at 2 in the industrial area, you will lose about 20 minutes
getting off the ship due to the long lines of passengers for the free shuttle buses. There are many, many shuttle
buses. The issue is how long it takes people to board a bus and take a seat. Old people like me walk slowly.

There are 37 businesses next to the harbor, marina, and main cruise ship #1 dock.
See the map on the next page.
For reference, I have shown Avenida Infante D. Henrique street as the major east-west street along the harbor. I
have also shown the location of Cruise Ship#1
Most of the businesses in the harbor/marina area are bars, cafes, restaurants, and shops. There are ATM
machines at number 8 and number 33 on the map. The Ferry Boat office is at # 11A. There is a car rental at #
20. A company that does Whale Watch and other tours is at # 24 Futurismo.
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Banks & ATM Machines in Ponta Delgada near the harbor
$1= ATM machines at # 8 and # 33 on the map above
$2 = BPI Bank ATM on Avenida Infante D. Henrique

N 37°44'24.0", W 25°39'50.3"

$3 = Banif Acores on Rua Dr. Jose' Tavares Carreiro

N 37°44'26.1", W 25°39'55.6"

$4 = Barclays ATM on Avenida Infante D. Henrique

N 37°44'23.2", W 25°39'59.0"

$5 = Caixas Multibanco on R. Hintze Ribeiro at St. Sebastian Church
N 37°44'25.2", W 25°40'04.4"
There is also a Banco Espírito Santo Dos Açores Sa near St Sebastian Church.
Download a FREE, high resolution, pdf map of Ponta Delgada from the tourist website at this link:
http://azorescruise.visitazores.com/media/filer_public/6c/24/6c245901-2c9a-492e-afea9005d65c78a0/ponta_delgada_city_map.pdf
I used the base street map from the tourist website but changed the listing of points of interest to include the
Bank ATMs, points of interest not shown on the tourist map, a distance scale etc. One of the most important
changes I have made is to show the precise location of the entrance to the tourist site. This is important because
most gardens are surrounded by high stone walls and metal fencing. If you don't know where the entrance gate
is for the garden, you could waste a lot of time and energy walking around the garden to find the entrance. The
GPS coordinates I have listed are for the exact entrance to the tourist site.
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Ponta Delgada Map
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Points of interest shown on the map on the previous page with GPS Coordinates
Map #

Point of Interest

GPS Coordinates

A

Forte de São Brás / Military Museum

N 37°44'12.3", W 25°40'23.8"

B

Touristic train – “road” train tour of the city and surrounding areas

N 37°44'13.9", W 25°40'18.7"

C

St Joseph Parish Church (Ingreja de Sao Jose)

N 37°44′14.9″, W 25°40′24.9″

D

Convent and Church of Our Lady of Hope
(Convento da Esperanca Santo Cristo Sanctuary)

N 37°44'16.8", W 25°40'22.9"

E

Colliseu Michaelense

N 37°44′21.2″, W 25°40′28.1″

F

Town Hall (Câmara Municipal De Ponta Delgada)

N 37°44'22.0", W 25°40'07.4"

G

Town Gates (Portas da Cidade)

N 37°44′22.4″, W 25°40′06.8″

H

St Sebastian Parish Main Church (Ingreja de Sao Sebastao)

N 37°44′24.4″, W 25°40′05.6″

I

Synagogue on Rua do Brum Street

N 37°44'23.1", W 25°40'12.4"

J

Culture Center - Temporary Exhibitions

N 37°44'24.2", W 25°40'19.3"

K

Santa Trindade Chappel

N 37°44'32.2", W 25°40'31.6"

L

Jardim Antonio Borges

Entrance Gate

N 37°44'32.7", W 25°40'32.1"

M

Jardim Antero De Quental

Entrance Gate

N 37°44'35.4", W 25°40'12.1"

N

Library and Archive (Biblioteca e Arquivo)

N 37°44′37.1″, W 25°40′13.7″

0

Colégio Church Dept. of Sacred Art of C. Machado Museum

N 37°44′35.8″, W 25°40′11.6″

P

Art Gallery (Museu Carlos Machado)

N 37°44′36.4″, W 25°40′03″

Q

Jardim do Palacio de Sant' Ana

Entrance Gate

N 37°44'47.1", W 25°40'14.7"

R

Jardim José do Canto Palace Casa

Entrance Gate

N 37°44′47.9″, W 25°40′11.1″

S

University of the Azores (Berquó D'Aguiar Palace)

N 37° 44′ 39.30″, W 025° 39′ 44.74″

T

Mãe de Deus Chappel (Ingreja de Mae de Deus)

N 37°44′38.2″, W 25°39′38.4″

U

Teatro Micaelense

N 37°44'31.3", W 25°39'56.5"

V

Farmers Market (Mecardo da Graca

N 37°44′32″, W 25°39′51.9″

W

St Peter Church (Ingreja de Sao Pedro)

N 37°44′25.8″, W 25°39′47″

A

Forte de São Brás / Military Museum

N 37°44'12.3", W 25°40'23.8"

The fort was built in the 16th century to
defend against pirates. It houses the
military museum. You can visit the
displays and climb the steps to walk
along the walls.
Go past the sentry guard at the entrance
to the ticket office. Admission is 3
Euros/adult. Hours are 10 am to 6 pm
except for an earlier closing at 5:30 pm
in November-March.
The fort is closed on Mondays.
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B

Touristic train – “road” train tour of the city and surrounding areas

N 37°44'13.9", W 25°40'18.7"

It's a tractor pulled road train. There are 5 different routes
The Lagarta tourist trolley takes you to the most interesting historic and natural sites. On the trolley, you
discover the secret places, delights, and wonders of Ponta Delgada and surrounding area.
We offer you five city tours: Historical, Heritage, Gardens, Outskirt and Beach. The trolley runs from 9 am to 7
pm in winter and to 11 pm in summer. All tours include a guided explanation in English.
Trolleys depart from Avenida. You get a different flavour visiting Ponta Delgada and Azores on our Lagarta!

Enter the GPS coordinates into Google Maps to see the street-level view of the train as shown above.

C

St Joseph Parish Church (Ingreja de Sao Jose)

N 37°44′14.9″, W 25°40′24.9″

Dating back to 1709, Ingreja de Sao Jose, was
the church for the convent of San Francisco. It
is one of the largest churches in the Azores with
three naves and three chapels in the head with
dome cover painted crib.
The relatively simple exterior is misleading.
This church is a must visit site. The interior is
beautiful with a very attractive ceiling, an altar
with gilded wood carvings, painted arches, and
attractive blue and white glazed tiles.
The church contains impressive 17th-18thcentury Hispanic-Mexican paintings,
sculptured statues, and some rosewood
furniture.
Plan on visiting the interior of this beautiful
church.
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D

Convent and Church of Our Lady of Hope
(Convento da Esperanca Santo Cristo Sanctuary)

N 37°44'16.8", W 25°40'22.9"

Miraculous Christ of Ponta Delgada, The Azores by Kristen Rohde
http://college.holycross.edu/projects/worcester/immigration/devotion.htm
For 19th-century Portuguese-Catholic immigrants in America, the print of the Miraculous Christ of Ponta
Delgada would proudly reconnect them to a cherished memory of their homeland. The Convent and Chapel of
Our Lady of Hope in Ponta Delgada houses a statue known as "Senhor Santo Cristo dos Milagres," Christ of
Miracles .http://www.destinazores.com/festivecelebrations.php In the past the statue was carried through the
streets in time of crisis. Today, it is the focus of a popular religious festival. It is possible that the owners
themselves may have visited the statue or had relatives or friends who did. The print is not large, yet emits a
comforting sense of cultural identity for the owner and placed on a wall in the home for daily reverence. The
Ponta Delgada uncolored lithograph depicts a nun, the Venerable Theresa of the Annunciation, engaged in
prayer before the statue of Christ of Miracles. Devotion to the image is endorsed by the Pope.
E

Colliseu Michaelense

N 37°44′21.2″, W 25°40′28.1″

Initially known as Coliseum Boulevard, it was the largest music hall in the city and played an important role
with music events, dance, theater, cinema, circus, dances, fairs, conferences and banquets. Today, it is has a
very limited schedule of events, but it is a very impressive building to stop for a photo.
F

Town Hall (Câmara Municipal De Ponta Delgada)

N 37°44'22.0", W 25°40'07.4"

Town Hall is a Baroque-style building with a 17th-century bell tower. On the right side of the building, enter
the narrow stairs to climb the bell tower. It is free to climb and provides great views of the city and port.
This is the most important, main square in Ponta Delgada next to the Town Gates and St Sebastian Church.

Copy the GPS coordinates for Town Hall into Google maps and drag the little “yellow man icon” onto the map
to preview your walking tour of the city. This is the Google street-level view of Town Hall. Note there is a
bank on each side of the street. Rotate the image on the map to see the Town Gates and St Sebastian Church.
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G

Town Gates (Portas da Cidade)

N 37°44′22.4″, W 25°40′06.8″

A statue of Gonçalo Velho Cabral is in front of the Town Gates. He was a Portuguese monk, explorer and
Commander in the Order of Christ credited with re-discovery of the islands of Santa Maria and São Miguel.
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H

St Sebastian Parish Main Church (Ingreja de Sao Sebastao)

N 37°44′24.4″, W 25°40′05.6″

The exquisite, 15th-century Sao Sebastiao Church is the main church in Ponta Delgada. The main entrance is
Manueline style, a unique Portuguese building style from the 15th century. The church's interior has blue tiles
and carvings from exotic wood. Pews are made from Brazilian jacaranda wood
I

Synagogue on Rua do Brum Street

N 37°44'23.1", W 25°40'12.4"

The Shaar Hashomayum Synagogue was restored in 2015 as a museum and archive devoted to Jewish history in
the Azores. Prior to restoration, the last held services were in the 1950s, is located on an upper floor of a
building that also included the rabbi’s residence and whose exterior appearance is that of a normal house. The
narrow sanctuary has plain walls, arched windows, an ornate chandelier and wooden fixtures including the Ark,
benches, bimah and wall paneling.
J

Culture Center - Temporary Exhibitions

N 37°44'24.2", W 25°40'19.3"

The auditorium of the Municipal Culture Centre of Ponta Delgada exhibits works of Portuguese authors from
Portugal Telecom’s Contemporaneous Art Collection. By lending works for exhibition in partnership with
municipalities and other institutions, it enables the viewing of these works by as many people as possible.
K

Santa Trindade Chappel

N 37°44'32.2", W 25°40'31.6"

It's a tiny chapel located across the street from the entrance gate to Jardim Antonio Borges. The chapel has a
rounded portal and Toscana pillars
L

Jardim Antonio Borges

Entrance Gate

N 37°44'32.7", W 25°40'32.1"

It's a city park with free admission. The garden has grottos, stone
work, paths, and bridges throughout. Highlights include a superb
Indian rubber tree, statue of António Borges de Câmara Medeiros,
children's playground and café.
The gardens and parks are usually surrounded by stone walls and
metal fences. If you don't know where the entrance gates are, you
could spend a of of time and energy walking around the garden.
I have included GPS coordinates for the exact location of the
entrance gate closest to centre city. Copy and paste these
coordinates into Google maps, and drag the little yellow man icon
onto the map to see a street-level photo of the entrance as shown at
right. You can also study the map to note the street names and key
features of the landscape to plan your self-guided walking tour.
You can also plot you own walking route map with time and
distance between the sites you wish to visit.
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M

Jardim Antero De Quental

Entrance Gate

N 37°44'35.4", W 25°40'12.1"

Antero de Quental was a peaceful man devoted to poetry, philosophy and politics After he was attacked for
instigating an intellectual revolution, he responded by publishing “Good Sense and Good Taste.” The garden is
small. The GPS coordinates are for a street corner entrance. There are no high wall around the garden.
N

Library and Archive (Biblioteca e Arquivo)

N 37°44′37.1″, W 25°40′13.7″

0

Colégio Church Dept. of Sacred Art of C. Machado Museum

N 37°44′35.8″, W 25°40′11.6″

The Public Library and Church of the Jesuit College Church are right next to Jardim Antero De Quental.
The Church of the Jesuit College dates back to 1568 when Ponta Delgada was a commercial trans-Atlantic stop
from the New World. This splendid, old church has four chapels dedicated to the four evangelical saints. There
are two side altars. The interior has intricate wood carvings and attractive tiles.
The permanent religious art exhibit at the College Church has audio-guides in English, French, and Spanish.
There is a nominal admission price of a few Euros.
P

Art Gallery (Museu Carlos Machado)

N 37°44′36.4″, W 25°40′03″

The Azorean Museum was created by Dr. Carlos Machado in 1888. The initial collection of Natural History
was expanded to include African ethnography, Art, and Regional ethnography due to the team's focus on
studying the islands' own identity traits.
In 1930, the collection was moved to the current site which is the former Saint Andrew Convent, a 16th century
building. Today the museum is the oldest and most important in the Azores. Natural history collections include
zoology, botany, geology and mineralogy. Art and ethnographic collections showcase regional ethnography,
detailing the traditions and customs of island life, jewelery, glazed tiles, porcelain, and toys. There is also a
gallery of folk art, contemporary paintings and sculptures. Of special interest is a collection of 16th-century oil
paintings from the Portuguese school. The museum is surrounded by a lush garden with fountains and benches.
The admission price is a few Euros.
Q

Jardim do Palacio de Sant' Ana

Entrance Gate

N 37°44'47.1", W 25°40'14.7"

The Palaces of the Presidency are secular buildings with high heritage value. A visit to these spaces, allows the
knowledge of the historical environment of the buildings and furniture collections, painting and sculpture and
decorative arts that integrate and value them.
It's a gorgeous place, but you must schedule an appointment for a visit. See the web-link below for details
http://translate.google.com/translate?
hl=en&sl=pt&u=http://www.azores.gov.pt/Portal/pt/entidades/pgra/livres/Pal%25C3%25A1cios%2Bda
%2BPresid%25C3%25AAncia.htm&prev=search
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R

Jardim José do Canto Palace Casa

Entrance Gate

N 37°44′47.9″, W 25°40′11.1″

Owned by the same family for more than 17 generations, the José do Canto Garden features several buildings: a
Victorian-style Greenhouse; the 17th-century Chapel of Sant'Ana; an 18th-century Manor House; and the
Palace, a reconstructed, 16th-century house destroyed by an earthquake. The entire structure is made of cubed
basalt stone blocks, and the gardens are comprised of several thousand plant species from around the world.
There is an admission fee of a few Euros.
S

University of the Azores (Berquó D'Aguiar Palace)

N 37° 44′ 39.30″, W 025° 39′ 44.74″

I have shown the GPS coordinates for the entrance gate as a blue dot on the map below. You could also enter
from the road along the north end of the university depending on your walking route of the city.

T

Mãe de Deus Chappel (Ingreja de Mae de Deus)

N 37°44′38.2″, W 25°39′38.4″

It's an attractive, small chapel on a hill ~108 feet above sea level. For comparison, the streets near the harbor
are ~30 feet above sea level. The chapel was a lookout for the Fort in the days of pirates.
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U

Teatro Micaelense

N 37°44'31.3", W 25°39'56.5"

A Google street-level photo for these GPS coordinates is
shown at right.

Teatro Micaelense hosts diverse cultural, social, and
professional events including national and
international congresses.
The auditorium seats 738 and the foyer and four
halls allow allow adjusting to different scales of
needs for entertainment venues, gala dinners,
exhibitions, business meetings, and various
festivities.
It's the cultural hub of the city with concerts,
musicals, ballet, dance, and more.
See http://www.teatromicaelense.pt/en/home
V

Farmers Market (Mecardo da Graca

N 37°44′32″, W 25°39′51.9″

This bustling local market abounds with stalls offering fresh vegetables, fruit, fish, cheeses, flowers, and
handicrafts from throughout the region. The best time to visit is Friday and Saturday morning.
W

St Peter Church (Ingreja de Sao Pedro)

N 37°44′25.8″, W 25°39′47″

We attended mass at the beautiful St Peter Church
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Shopping
The use of local materials and old patterns characteristics the handicrafts of São Miguel. Ceramics, scrimshaw,
wicker products, lace and embroidered goods, liqueurs, and flags make popular souvenirs. Shopping
opportunities include the Solmar Shopping Centre, Ponta Delgada Centre, Casa Regional Ilha Verde for island
handicrafts and Antigolandia for antiques. Most shops close between 12:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Souvenirs include Ceramic items - including hand-painted clay dishes, vases, teapots, and mugs, available at at
“Galerias Portas do Mar” next to the main cruise dock. Other souvenirs available in every gift shop include
embroidery and lace, hand-woven items including blankets, sweaters, and bedspreads, and wickerwork
including baskets and furniture.
You can buy pineapples at the airports, supermarkets, and
greenhouses. Tea is also grown in the Azores. You can
buy it at supermarkets or at the Gorreana Factory situated
at Rua Gorreana de Cima, Maia, São Miguel.
The best shopping for souvenirs in the Azores is Parque
Atlantico mall in Ponta Delgada. There are 104 stores, and
a giant supermarket that sells traditional jams and Azorean
honey. Azorean wine is also very good.
Azorean cheese is also excellent. I bought it at Loja
Acores (shop # 15-16) next to the main cruise dock.
Corn dolls (right) are a popular souvenir. These dolls are
approximately 9 inches high and cost 10 Euros each.
Larger sizes are available.

Ponta Delgada is an Impressive City with Distinctive Architecture

The buildings are white with dark trim. There are many photo opportunities such as this view looking west
from the marina. You will also have a chance to take some excellent photos of the city with hills in the
background from the higher decks of your ship.
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Be sure to walk along the picturesque streets a few streets back from, and parallel to, the harbor. (Photos below)

Popular Tourist Sites on São Miguel Island Outside the City of Ponta Delgada Include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Driving through the scenic rolling hills to the magnificent crater at Sete Cidades,
Exploring the seacoast and beaches,
A farmhouse lunch with all locally sourced food,
Wine and cheese tasting,
Touring the pineapple plantations,
Visiting the active geysers that have boiling water at Furnas, and
Touring a tea plantation.

You'll need transportation to visit these sites. On our four visits to the Azores, we took the ship's excursion bus
twice and did private tours twice. I prefer private tours in a van arranged by friends at Cruise Critic and posted
in the Roll Call section of the website for our ship.
I compare ship's excursion tours with private tours on the Travel Tips page of my website. A private tour is
personal. Unlike the ship's excursion bus tour that follows a rigid schedule, private tours are flexible. The
schedule and itinerary can be changed to best suit the interest of our group. Private tours are also less expensive
than the ship's bus.
The advantage of the ship's excursion bus is that NO planning is required. Just pay $$$ and get on the bus. A
private tour requires that someone has to do a lot of work planning and organizing the tour, long before the ship
docks at the port. We were fortunate to join a tour organized by Pam Evans for our May 2015 cruise.
Pam researched and selected a private tour company, arranged a schedule and posted a notice on the Cruise
Critic Roll Call for our ship. We asked to join the tour and are glad we did. Pam did a splendid job. She is well
organized, was proactive in finding and meeting the people on our ship who were joining our tour, and provided
us with details on the meeting point and timing for disembarking the ship at Ponta Delgada. Even though our
ship changed the dock location at the last minute, our tour went very well.
Pam had selected a company called Green Visions Tours http://www.greenvisionstours.com/en/ and arranged
the tour for three vans with Lisa Ringleberg email = ring7lisa@hotmail.com
phone = 351-966-773-286 351 910-385206
We drove thru the rolling hills to Sete Cidades, explored the seacoast and beaches, visited Fogo Lake, and had
an outstanding farmhouse lunch with all locally sourced food using local recipes. It was a great tour. Cost was
70 euros/person plus tip and it was well worth it.
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I have described this tour on the following pages.

Traveling through scenic rolling hills to the magnificent crater at Sete Cidades
A

Starting Point = Forte de São Brás / Military Museum

N 37°44'12.3", W 25°40'23.8"

B

International Aeroporto João Paulo II is close to the Forte

N 37°44′58.3″, W 25°42′37.1″

C

Roadside stop to photograph scenic rolling hills

N 37° 49' 27.66", W 25° 44' 10.806"

A bit of heaven must have fallen from the sky to form the Azores - - São Miguel is drop dead gorgeous. It's called “Ilha Verde” (Green Island).
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Cattle grazing on the hillsides (look closely near the base of the tree)

The coastline seen from a distance
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Colorful rock formations

D

An old aqueduct at the side of the road
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Sete Cidades is one of the most beautiful calderas in the world. The major volcanic eruption and collapse occurred about 22,000 years ago. The
caldera now contains several lakes, farms, forests, and the village of Sete Cidades.
The Seven Cities Legend is that an ancient magical kingdom existed within the circular valley that would vanish when explorers who had once
visited the place would try to find it again. (Source = http://www.uhh.hawaii.edu/~csav/gallery/decker/azores_sete_cidales.php )
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Another ancient story is that a princess fell in love with a shepherd. The boy asked the King for his daughter
in marriage. The king forbade it so the couple cried all day. Tears from the princess were green, like her eyes,
forming a green lake, Lagoa Verde. The shepherd boy's tears were blue creating the blue lake, Lagoa Azul.
Tours to Sete Cidades drive through beautiful rolling hills on the way to and from the national park. All of the
tours stop at point “E” as shown on the map on the previous page. This is the best place for photos when there
is direct sunlight on the lakes and only a few clouds with no mist or fog in the mountains.
E

Monte Palace - top of mountain view of Sete Cidades

N 37°50'22.1", W 25°47'42.6"

The photo above is my “best” photo of the lakes from point “E” on the map. It was taken on October 18, 2009.
I've visited Sete Cidades four times to photograph the lakes. The green lake, Lagoa Verde, is bright green
ONLY when sun shines directly on it. There are always some clouds and often some fog and mist. On May 2,
2015, there was so much fog at the top of the mountain we could barely see the lakes. We drove on to points
“F”, “G”, and “H” and found the lighting was better for photos at these locations on May 2, 2015.
Most of the tours stop at point “F” and “G” on the map on the previous page. These stops allow you to view
the lakes from different vantage points and have another chance to get good photos.
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F

We stopped at the side of road to photograph Lagoa de Santiago

N 37° 50' 48.348", W 25° 46' 6.84"

Lisa, our private driver/guide focused on what we want to see and do. She knew we wanted to take photos and
were disappointed there was so much fog at the top of the mountain. She looked for other places to stop for
photos and pulled over to the shoulder of the road so we could photograph Lagoa de Santiago. The cruise ship's
excursion bus follows a rigid, inflexible schedule. It does not make special stops.

G

View of Lagoa Verde (green) and Logoa Azul (blue) lakes

N 37° 51' 13.698", W 25° 46' 33.642"

The photo above was taken on May 2, 2015 when we could not see the lakes through the dense clouds and fog
at the top of the mountain. This road side stop is a different vantage point with better lighting.
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H

View from the road- bridge that crosses between the lakes

N 37°51′18.8″, W 25°47′10.3″

Lagoa Azul taken from the road-bridge at the bottom on the mountains. Taken on May 2, 2015.

I

Village of Sete Cidades

N 37° 51' 46.842", W 25° 47' 48.912"

Most tours stop in the village.
There is a church, a cafe, a musical
stage, a nice garden, and several
interesting buildings.
There's an ATM machine next to
the musical stage.
We spent about 20 minutes
exploring the village and having a
drink at the cafe.
Photo at right – Musical Stage
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Igreja de S. Nicolau Parish church was built in 1857

Be sure to visit the garden area next to the church.
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Interior of the church
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J

Ponta do Escalvado - Seacoast Lookout

N 37° 52' 16.326", W 25° 50' 28.05"

Lisa, our driver, was sensitive to our needs and wanted to take us to places we would enjoy visiting that are not normally on the tour routes. I was
impressed. She took us to an observation point overlooking huge rocks in the Atlantic.
For a 360 degree virtual tour from the observation platform, see http://www.360cities.net/image/sao-miguel-ponta-do-escalvado

Sunset from this point is described as breathtaking. As the sun touches the horizon, it looks like a fireball with a red halo and bright light over the
blue sea. This lookout point has also been used to spot whales.
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We crisscrossed the rolling hills area several times. I'm not positive of the exact locations for these photos.
Black volcanic sand

A traffic jam in the Azores

Lunch at a Farmhouse (Comments by Pam Evans)
Our next stop was a superb lunch at a farmhouse. It's great to be invited into someone's home to enjoy a full
Portuguese meal of locally sourced food and authentic home recipes as the Azoreans serve it.
Appetizers included pineapple,
farm made choriso, blood sausages,
and 3 types of local cheeses (all
made by our hosts).
The main course was a fish and
meat dish with local vegetables, a
salad, and home baked breads.
Two delightful deserts, a cake and
"the best flan" my husband has ever
tasted completed the meal.

Cheese, pineapple, choriso, blood sausages, wine and bread (photo above)

Cake & flan desert (photo above)

Lunch was accompanied by a Portuguese "green" wine, or water. Needless to say, we were all delighted and
quite full after the delicious meal. Additionally, the opportunity to spend some time in conversation with people
of the island helped us gain insight into their lives and lifestyles.
You can schedule tours with or without lunch. I highly recommend a tour that includes a farmhouse lunch.
Pam Evans
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K

Surfing Beach

N 37° 49' 7.956", W 25° 32' 30.18"

We stopped at a popular surfing beach on the north side of the island. The area is scenic.
L

Fogo Lake (Logoa do Fogo)

N 37° 46' 9.102", W 25° 29' 19.05"

The down-pointing red arrow on the Google
satellite image at right shows where we parked
along the road to view the lake. This is a gorgeous
area.
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Fogo Lake (Logoa do Fogo)

A tour of Pineapple Plantation and a Wine and Cheese Tasting Party
On October 29, 2011 we were on a private tour with members of Cruise Critic that included Sete Cidades, a
visit to the pineapple plantations, and wine and cheese tasting at Hotel do Colegio in Ponta Delgada. Cost was
47 Euros/person plus tip. It was an excellent tour.
M

Pineapple Plantation (Plantacao Ananas Acores)
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Pineapples are small but they are very juicy and sweet.
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The wine and cheese tasting party at the hotel was superb.
Azorean wine and cheese are very
good. We could purchase cheese at
the party. With almost 20 of us in
the group, it didn't take long for us
to buy all the cheese they had for
sale.
We needed more cheese to continue
the party on our ship, so we stopped
at shop number 15 Loja Acores next
to the cruise ship.
This shop has a good selection of
cheese (photo at right).

Geysers at Furnas and a Tea Plantation at Porto Formoso Town (Comments by Larry Lottier)
We arranged a private tour through Cruise Critic Roll Calls to join two other couples on a private tour
in a van with stops at Sete Cidades, the geysers at Furnas, and a tea plantation. There were six of us
with our driver/guide in a van. Cost was 45 Euros/person plus tip. It was an excellent tour.
One thing was different about our private tour. Our driver, who spoke perfect English, told us that all
tours go to Sete Cidades first and all the tours follow the same route. To avoid the crowds, he did the
tour in reverse order. That's a clever idea.
N

Furnas geysers
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The geysers are attractive, but they have a distinct sulfur smell.

The heated ground and boiling water act as an underground oven to cook food. “Furnas cozido” is a
meat or cod fish stew cooked in pans that are buried in the hot soil for several hours to produce a
delicious meal.
There are spas in the area that take advantage of the heated water in swimming pools and preparation
of therapeutic mud.
Another tourist attraction in the area is Terra Nostra Park, one of the most beautiful gardens of the 18th
century.
0

Geysers and scenic views at the north end of Furnas Lake

N 37°46'09.8", W 25°19'51.9"

There is a parking lot around many geysers and scenic views from the north end of the lake at the GPS
coordinates listed above. A photo of the lake is shown on the next page.
An excellent place to visit is the Parque Terra Nostra, an impressive botanical garden, (5 euros):
see http://www.parqueterranostra.com/en-US/menu.aspx
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Furnas Lake (Lagoa das Furnas)

P

Cha Porto Fomoso tea plantation

N 37°48'54.8", W 25°25'29.5"

São Miguel Island has the only two tea plantations in Europe for industrial purposes. The plantations
are:
Cha Porto Fomoso at GPS = N 37°48'54.8", W 25°25'29.5"
Chá Gorreana
at GPS = N 37°49'05.7", W 25°24'08.7"

Our problem was finding a tea plantation that was open while we were touring. Our driver called
around and found the Cha Porto Fomoso plantation would be open so we could visit it.
The tea factories not only produce tea, they also preserve the memories of tea production in the Azores
islands from the very beginning to the last quarter of the 19th century. It is thus a museum that
organizes guided visits any time of day within the given schedule. Afterward, guests are invited to taste
several tea varieties in the beautiful room that depicts a typical kitchen of S. Miguel or on the terrace,
offering a magnificent view over the tea plantations and Porto Formoso town.
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Every year in Spring, the tea picking ritual is recreated by workers in the typical period costume.
Women preparing to work in the plantation fields

Men, women and children are all involved in picking the tea leaves during this historic event
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The donkeys and wagons take the picked tea up the hill to the factory for processing

The view from the terrace overlooking the tea fields while enjoying some of the teas grown on the plantation

Included in our tour was a visit to the factory and an explanation of the various machines used in the
process of sorting and drying tea leaves.
We had a great time on our private tour to Sete Cidades, the Geysers at Furnas, and the Tea Plantation at Porto
Formoso Town. We hope this information is helpful in planning your shore excursion of São Miguel Island.
Larry and Sue Lottier

Azores(Ponta_Delgada)-07-28-2015

Page 33 of 39 For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Map of Tourist Sites

This map shows the tourist sites visited on private tours from Ponta Delgada.
Our private tour departed Ponta Delgada going past the Fort (A), the Airport (B), to Sete Cidades, making stops for photos in the rolling hills (C, D),
with several stops for photos in the Sete Cidades caldera (E, F, G, H). We stopped to visit the village of Sete Cidades (I). Then we proceeded to the
scenic coast lookout at “J”. I do not show the location of the farmhouse where we had lunch because it is a private residence. After lunch we
stopped at the surfing beach on the north side of the island at “K” and Fogo Lake at “L”.
On a separate visit to Ponta Delgada, our private tour stopped at the Pineapple Plantation (M) in a commercial area of Ponta Delgada.
Larry Lottier's private tour stopped at Sete Cidades, Furnas Lake and the geysers (N, O) and the tea plantation on the north side of the island at (P).
It is not possible to visit all of these tourist sites on one cruise ship visit to Ponta Delgada.
I've included descriptions of tourist sites from my four cruises to the Azores plus Larry Lottier's tour of the island on the previous pages.
On the following pages, I describe a wide variety of other tours, activities, and experiences available to visitors. I don't recall ever visiting a port with
so many uniquely wonderful things to see and do. The problem with a cruise ship stop is that it is too short to explore the island. Hence, I'm
convinced that you have to vacation in the Azores to have enough time to explore and experience this magnificent area. It truly is “god's country”.
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Tours, Activities, and Experiences for the Visitor to São Miguel Island
The Azores are top on my list of cruise destinations because the islands are unspoiled, breathtakingly beautiful,
and offer the visitor a wide range of activities and experiences. The tourist website lists these activities:
Bicycle/MTB rides
Big Game Fishing – one of the best locations in the world
Bird Watching
Canyoning
Geotourism – active tours such as hiking, canoeing/kayaking, jeep tours, etc.
Golf
Health and Well Being – thermal springs, spas, etc.
Horse Rides
Paragliding
Scuba Diving - excellent
Surfing
Whale Watching – one of the best locations in the world
Yachting – world famous

Active touring companies listed on the official tourist website
Geo Fun www.geo-fun.com
The company focuses on active tourism including hiking, canoeing, jeep tours, and many others. With
experienced and specialist guides to explain all the details of the surrounding landscape, Geo Fun caters
to the increasing demands of the today´s explorer.
Futurismo Azores Adventures www.futurismo.pt/
With 20 years of experience, Futurismo Azores Adventures is one of the largest Active Tourism
companies in the Azores operating in 4 islands. At the Sea we offer Whale Watching trips throughout the
year and also swimming with Dolphins, Trips around the Island, Sunset Trips, Diving and Sport Fishing.
For the ones that dream with a whale or dolphin encounter the Azores are strategically located on the
globe and are considered one of the 10 best sights for Whale Watching in the world. The nature lovers
will be amazed with the adventures offered with the 4x4 Tours in jeeps, Walking Tours, Trekking,
Geotours, Bird Watching and Team Building activities. Our experienced nature guides and biologists are
fluent in several languages and provide fantastic experiences in what best of our nature offers!
Also see http://www.azoresadventureislands.com

Planning your visit to the Azores
Spend time on the official tourist website at http://www.visitazores.com/en
This website is outstanding! It's packed with photos, descriptive text, maps, and details you need to plan a visit.
For São Miguel, see http://www.visitazores.com/en/the-azores/the-9-islands/sao-miguel/geography
For Ponta Delgada, see http://azorescruise.visitazores.com/en/ports/ponta-delgada/
For a two page list of tour companies, see http://www.visitazores.com/en/getting-around/tours

Hiking Trails on São Miguel Island
For information on hiking trails on São Miguel, see the website below
http://trails.visitazores.com/en/find-a-trail?
field_island_nid=94&field_difficulty_value=All&field_extension_value=All&field_category_value=All

There are hiking trails all over the island. It's a good idea to hike with professional guides. You'll need
transportation to/from the trail, an explanation of what the sites are along the trail, and you'll need a tour
company and guide that will get you back to your cruise ship on time.
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Hiking Trails on São Miguel Island
Trail
Number

Trail Name

Route

PR7SMI

Algarvia – Pico da Vara

Linear

PRC33SMI

Atalho dos Vermehos

PRC29SMI

Difficulty
Level-Hard

Distance

Time

3.20 Km

5h

Circular Level - Easy

5.10 Km

2h

Caldeiras da Ribeira Grande - Salto do Cabrito

Circular Level - Easy

7.50 Km

2h30min

PRC28SMI

Chá Gorreana

Circular Level - Easy

6.00 Km

2h

PRC9SMI

Faial da Terra – Salto do Prego

Circular Level - Medium

4.00 Km

2h

PRC6SMI

Furnas

Circular Level - Easy

9.20 Km

3h

PR4SMI

Mata do Canário - Sete Cidades

Linear

12.00 Km

3h

PRC35SMI

Moinhos da Ribeira Funda

Circular Level - Medium

3.10 Km

1h30min

PRC32SMI

Monte Escuro – Vila Franca do Campo

Linear

Level - Medium

13.00 Km

4h

PR22SMI

Pico do Ferro – Caldeiras da Lagoa das Furnas Linear

Level - Medium

2.00 Km

45minutes

PR27SMI

Praia da Viola

Linear

Level - Easy

5.00 Km

2h

PR2SMI

Praia – Lagoa do Fogo

Linear

Level - Medium

12.60 Km

4h30min

PR11SMI

Ribeira do Faial da Terra

Linear

Level - Medium

6.50 Km

2h

PR20SMI

Rocha da Relva

Circular Level - Easy

4.50 Km

2h30min

PRC5SMI

Serra Devassa

Circular Level - Easy

4.20 Km

2h

PR125SMI

Trilho do Agrião

Linear

Level - Medium

4.80 Km

1h30min

PRC34SM

Trilho do Feno

Circular Level - Medium

4.00 Km

2h

PRC31SMI

Trilho Pedestre da Lomba da Fazenda

Circular Level - Easy

7.50 Km

2h

PR1SMI

Vigia de São Pedro

Linear

Level - Easy

6.50 Km

2h

PR3SMI

Vista do Rei – Sete Cidades

Linear

Level - Easy

7.00 Km

2h

Level - Easy

Location of Ponta Delgada, São Miguel Island, Azores
The Portuguese Azores are in the Atlantic Ocean 900 miles West of Lisbon and 2560 miles East of New York.

There are nine islands of volcanic origin spanning a distance of 375 miles as shown on the map on the next
page.
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The limitation of cruising
to São Miguel is that you
don't have enough time in
port. There are many
things to see and do on
São Miguel, and there are
eight other islands.
It's not feasible to visit
other islands from a
cruise ship in Ponta
Delgada due to long
travel time between the
islands. Ferry boats and
small planes connect all
the islands and there are
international airports on
São Miguel, Santa Maria,
and Terceira Islands.
There is so much to see and do in the Azores it's probably best to vacation there to have time to explore the
islands. It's on my bucket list. There aren't many flights between the US and the Azores and the tickets are
very expensive. The Azores are 900 miles from Europe and there are many, reasonably priced flights. My plan
is to vacation in the Azores for a few days as part of a European vacation. Round-trip flights are ~ $ 300
between Lisbon (or other European cities), and Ponta Delgada. The flight only takes a couple of hours.

Why Vacation in the Azores? Consider the following:
A couple was admiring Caldeira das Sete Cidades when their six-year-old son, asked, “Is this God’s home?”
Rediscover the peace of the countryside in a stunning and unspoilt natural environment. This legendary land of
nine poetically-named islands is a paradise for nature-lovers:
• See sapphire blue and emerald green lakes, fertile prairies, volcanic craters, colorful hydrangeas and
azaleas, 15th century churches, and majestic manor houses.
• Enjoy year-round mild temperatures of 14-22°C (57-71°F) in a peaceful shelter with a population of
250,000 inhabitants, for whom the words “stress” and “pollution” are unheard of.
Each island has unique geological features from volcanic action. There are breathtaking hills, mountains,
craters, caves, coastlines, waterfalls, lakes, rivers, etc. The islands can be explored via road vehicles, off road
vehicles, motor bikes, hiking trails, mountain climbing, canoeing, kayaking, boating, etc.
Rich volcanic soil, moderate climate, and adequate rainfall promote vigorous, healthy plant growth. About 60
species of plants are unique and can only be found in the Azores. Plants that grow in other parts of the world
are transformed to new forms and growth habit. Juniper, a scrub brush in most parts of the world, grows to
commercial timber in the Azores. Hydrangea hedges are common and 700 varieties of plants from around the
world have been introduced and thrive in the Azores. Gardens are beautiful and the forests are amazing.
Organic, chemical-free food! The land is pesticide and chemical free. Vineyards and farmers enjoy an
excellent environment for growing grapes for local wine, fruits, vegetables, and other crops. Cheese and dairy
products are produced from quality milk; cows eat grass, not straw or hay. Fresh fish and seafood are abundant.
I highly recommend Azores local food, wine, and cheese. Select a shore excursion that stops at a farmhouse for
lunch, attend a wine and cheese tasting event at a local hotel, or eat locally sourced food at a restaurant.
Water sports are abundant with marinas on all islands and some of the best sport fishing in the world. On a
sailboat or a motorboat, you will quickly understand the mystique of navigating in the Azores seas. When
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navigating around an island, you'll see the green landscape descending to the crystalline-clear waters. Beaches
and sheltered inlets invite you to stop and dive in their waters; dolphins accompany you in the island crossings.
Scuba dive day or night in sandy, rocky, or mixed seabeds, in caves, or shipwrecks. The possibilities range from
leisurely snorkeling while enjoying the abundant marine life of the archipelago’s crystal clear waters to scuba
diving's adrenalin rush at the ocean bank. See www.visitazores.com/en/experience-the-azores/scuba
The Azores are one of the top ten whale watching sites in the world. The Azores have 27 different types of
cetaceans. The local ecosystem has unique characteristics and the waters are a nutrient rich food supply for sea
mammals. Blue whales pass the Azores on their northern migration in the spring and there are other whales
present much of the year. Blue whales are the largest animals in the world measuring as long as 30 meters and
weighing up to 200 tons. See http://www.whalewatchazores.com/cetaceans.htm

Here's a brief description of the islands:
1. Terceira Island is a UNESCO World Heritage Site - the home of Angra do Heroísmo and the first
European city in the Atlantic. It has 16th century forts, palaces, a cathedral with a silver altar and several
churches. Algar Do Carvão is a volcanic cone with access through a tunnel and staircase with an
underground lake, stalactites, and stalagmites of volcanic glass.
2. Graciosa Island
In Santa Cruz da Graciosa, you'll find ancient streets and manor-houses, a beautiful mother-church
(16th-18th centuries), Santo Cristo Church (16th century), Cruz da Barra (Manueline) and Ethnographic
House. Visit Guadalupe and its Baroque church, Luz and Praia (typical windmills).
Access to Furna do Enxofre cave is through a tower 37 meters high and a stairway with 183 steps.
There's a tunnel 100 meters deep to the cave. The cave is 180 m diameter with a dome 80 meters high.
Sunlight filters into the hole in the dome above the lake between 11 am to 2 pm creating dazzling sights.
3. São Jorge Island
Velas, with its fishing port, is the main town. Admire its manor houses, the churches of São Jorge (17th
century), and Nossa Senhora da Conceicao, Town Hall (Azorian Baroque) and 18th century walls.
Wide green pastures dominate the island with slivers of land called “fajãs” at the base of the mountain
nestled by the sea. Fajã da Caldeira de Santo Cristo, on the northern coast, is the most beautiful. Access
is not easy, yet it allows the contemplation of overwhelming landscapes through a walking trail, known
as the Fajãs Itinerary (“Percurso das Fajãs“). This Fajã is also popular with surfers and body boarders.
4. Faial Island is famed for its blue hydrangeas and its marina painted in colours of visiting yachts from
around the world. Volcano climbing through an arm of magma is one of the most astonishing and
unique tours.
5. Pico Island has 18th century churches, a whale museum, a wine museum and beautiful winery manor
houses. It's the highest mountain in the Azores at 2351m. At the top is a 700 meter crater, 30 meters
deep. It's the third largest volcano in the Atlantic. Climbing Pico Mountain is an unforgettable
experience. Slopes are covered with black lava fields and vineyards surround the base of the mountain.
6. Flores Island
The island resembles a garden surrounded by the sea. Its charming scenery features scenic lakes carved
into the volcanic rock. Rocha dos Bordões was shaped over thousands of years in a vertical format.
Several rivers end in a waterfall. Near the base, you'll find cauldrons boiling sulphurous water.
7. Corvo Island
Corvo is the smallest of the islands. A large crater with two lakes is the symbol of the island. The crater
is 3400 meters long and 300 meters deep. Vila Nova do Corvo has narrow, cobblestone streets and the
Church of Nossa Senhora dos Milagres.
8. Santa Maria Island
Christopher Columbus stopped at Santa Maria on his return from the Americas. The chapel where
Columbus attended Mass is still standing. The island is famous for its beaches which attract surfers.
Azores(Ponta_Delgada)-07-28-2015

Page 38 of 39 For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

User Feedback Is Welcome
Goal
My guides are designed to help you plan a great cruise vacation by providing information such as where the
ship docks, location of tourist sites, public transit, walking tour maps, things to see and do, travel issues unique
to the port, etc. Knowledge of ports is important when planning shore excursions because you have to make
many decisions and commitments long before your ship docks. I believe the information in this guide is
accurate, however you are responsible to verify accuracy of the information that you use to plan your vacation.
Information on cruise ports frequently changes such as bus routes, admission fees to sites, rental car locations,
etc. Cruise Critic is the best source for up-to-date, detailed information on travel details for shore excursions,
reviews of cruise ships, etc. There are many knowledgeable people on Cruise Critic who are willing to share
their expertise and travel experience. I highly recommend www.CruiseCritic.com; it's free to join.
Why feedback is important
User feedback helps me make corrections and improve the format and content in my quest to produce the
“ultimate” port guides. I welcome offers to collaborate with me or provide materials for use in my guides.
PLEASE Help “spread the word” about my website
The only negative feedback I get is, “I wish I knew about your port guides before my vacation”. Please tell
your friends and post a reference to my guides and website on the blogs. To receive email notification when
new guides are available, send your email address to me at TomsPortGuides@gmail.com

Copyright Notice & Terms and Conditions for Use of My Guides
My port guides and everything on my website www.TomsPortGuides.com is copyrighted by Thomas Sheridan
with all rights reserved, and protected by international copyright laws.
PERMITTED USE: Personal, non-commercial use of my port guides and/or material from my website.
I allow individuals to take my guides apart for personal, non-commercial use. Many cruisers carry a map or a
few pages from my guide on a shore excursion. That's OK. I also allow people to post my guides on websites
they set up for fellow travelers to share information on shore excursions such as the websites set up by Cruise
Critic members for the Roll Calls. That's OK. My guides are for use and enjoyment of individual travelers.
PROHIBITED USE of my port guides and/or material from my website.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to use material from my website for a commercial
purpose, to sell, require a membership to download my port guides, or use my copyrighted material for a
commercial purpose.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from my guides or material
from my website as electronic, digital, or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept intact, as downloaded
from my website, with this copyright notice.
NO Cruise Ship employee, representative, contractor, port lecturer, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from
my guides or material from my website as electronic, digital or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept
intact, as downloaded from my website, with this copyright notice. A blatant example of violation of my
copyright was a cruise ship docked in Copenhagen where the shore excursion desk personnel removed maps
from my guide, removed my name as the copyright owner, and copied/distributed my maps.
Fortunately, a friend of mine on that ship complained to the purser and the ship stopped violating my copyright.
If there is any question about use of my guides, contact me at TomsPortGuides@Gmail.com
Tom Sheridan
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