Toms Athens (Piraeus) Cruise Port Guide: Greece
1) Maps of Piraeus port, public transit & HopOn bus routes, 2)
Walking tour maps for sites in Athens, 3) Photos/descriptions of
Acropolis, New Museum, Temple of Zeus, Changing of the guard,
New Museum, Panathenaic Stadium, and 4) Links to best websites.
In the 5th century B.C., Athens was a significant influence in political
thought, theatre, the arts, philosophy, science, architecture, and other
forms of intellectual thought unique in world history. It became the cradle
of western civilization. Athens offers visitors a “journey” in its 6,000-year
history to see renowned monuments and masterpieces of art of the
antiquity and the Middle Ages, and the architectural heritage of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Your first step in planning a visit to Athens should be to visit the official tourist site at www.VisitGreece.gr
Click on “EN” at the top left of the screen for English
Then click on “Specials” “Downloads” “Brochures” “Athens”
You will see the heading “Athens” and the cover page for the brochure “Athens Attica”
Click on the image to download the pdf file. It's a big file, over 11 MB, and an outstanding summary of
the tourist sites. This brochure should be your “bible” for planning your cruise vacation!
There are other brochures and maps for download = a treasure trove you will not find elsewhere.

Ships dock in Piraeus, Pireas, or Pireaus, “Πειραιάς or Peiraiás” in modern Greek and “Πειραιεύς or Peiraieús”
in ancient Greek. It's the main port city in Greece and largest passenger port in Europe. There isn't much to do
in Piraeus. It's a huge commercial center 12 km (7.5 miles) South of Athens, a 20 minute ride.
CAVEAT
Information contained herein is believed to be accurate. PLEASE verify the information you use for your travel
plans. Opinions expressed are my own. This port guide is protected by copyright law - see the last page of this
guide for legal notices.
Tom Sheridan
NOTE: I would like to thank Mike Engelberg for help in designing and writing the section on self-guided tours.
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CAUTION – Work Stoppages & Demonstrations RE Financial Crisis
As a result of recent austerity measures imposed by the government, labor unions, certain professions, and other
groups affected by the current financial crisis hold frequent demonstrations, work-stoppages, and marches
throughout the center of Athens. Strikes in the transportation sector often affect traffic and public
transportation, to include taxis, ports, and airports. Always reconfirm domestic and international flights before
heading to the airport. Riot control procedures often include the use of tear gas. When there are
demonstrations, you should be aware of, and avoid, places where demonstrators frequently congregate.
(Source = US Department of State)

Recent News Articles;
May 31, 2011 Work stoppage in all Greek ports
Port workers will be holding a work stoppage in all ports throughout Greece on Tuesday, from 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., in protest of the planned denationalisation of Greek ports. Piraeus Port will hold a protest rally at
Karaiskaki Square in central Piraeus. The President of the union said 51 percent of the Port Organisation must
remain under state control; "the mother of all battles" will be waged in the event of privatisation.”

July 21, 2011

Greece taxi strike hits tourists on Crete and Corfu

The taxi drivers' protest has spread to several highways across Greece. A port blockade by taxi drivers
disrupted travel for hundreds of tourists on the holiday islands of Crete and Corfu. The action prevented tourists
on several cruise ships from boarding buses waiting for them on Corfu and at Heraklion port in Crete. And on
July 18, 2011, striking taxi drivers prevented 15,000 cruise ship passengers in Piraeus port from touring nearby
Athens because the roads were closed to tour buses.

August 5, 2011 Striking Greek taxi owners on Friday ended a nearly three week protest.
Tourism industry representatives had repeatedly called for an end to the strike, concerned that the protest was
hurting an increase this year in cruise-ship arrivals and travelers to regional airports. The protesters had staged
blockades on highways, ports and airports around Greece since July 18, angry at plans to open up the profession
to more competition - a requirement of an international bailout from the European Union and the International
Monetary Fund.

Will Your Cruise to Greece Encounter Problems? Who knows?
If you traveling on your own, the prudent approach is to constantly monitor the US Department of State web
postings for current conditions. You can't do that on a cruise ship because of sloowww internet connection.
Relax, cruise lines are sophisticated organizations. Passenger safety is their top priority. They have the
latest information and make decisions 24 hours before docking.
In May 2010, dock workers blocked Piraeus port the week prior to our ship's arrival. A few locals were killed in
subsequent demonstrations. When our Princess excursion bus entered Athens, the driver was instructed by
police to change the pick up point; roads were being cleared due to demonstrations. Our Princess ship was in
constant contact with their Athens agents, the police, our tour guide, and our bus driver. We were never at risk.

Location of Cruise Ship Terminals in Piraeus Port
If you use organized tours, you don't walk through the port. For self-guided touring, you'll need to plan how to
get from the ship to the Metro, trains, buses, etc. I have included three pages of maps showing the distance
between ships and the Metro, Hop-On Bus stops, and location of public bus stops in the port. Your cruise line
might also provide or recommend buses or methods to minimize walking through this huge port.
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There Are Two Cruise Ship Passenger Terminals in Piraeus Port

The port is huge with two terminals and space for 12 cruise ships. For organized tours, docking location is
irrelevant. You board your tour bus near the ship. But many people do self-guided tours which usually involves
walking to the Metro station. It is 3500 feet from Terminal “B” to “A” and another 5800 feet (1.1 miles) to the
Metro station. Cruise ships line up from Terminal A to B as shown on the map. Our captain said he does not
know the assigned dock location until as late as 24 hours before docking. For planning self-guided tours,
assume your ship will dock at any of the 12 spaces. I have provided detailed information for walking through
this huge port to the Metro station. Other options include taxis at the cruise terminals, bus stops in the port, and
Hop-On Bus Stops near the cruise terminals. Your ship might provide buses for travel in the port area.
CitySightSeeing Hop-On Buses stop near cruise ships in Piraeus and continue on to Athens. The map
below shows bus stops at #1 and # 14
near Cruise Terminal A and at #2,
Lions Gate, near Cruise Terminal B.
See www.city-sightseeing.com Type
“athens” in the quick tour search box
at the top of the screen. The Athens
& Piraeus tour timetable shows the
bus stops at the cruise ship dock each
half hour and the tour costs 22 Euros.
Whether or not you use a hop-on
bus, download and study the maps
while planning your vacation. The
website has walking tour maps and
information on major tourist sites.
Athens-08-12-2011
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Piraeus Port Map - Public Bus Stops
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Piraeus Port Authority Map

Mike Engelberg walked from his ship to the Metro station in April 2011, and makes these comments:
I walked from terminal A to the Metro station following the path shown in the map on page 3.
Two things to keep in mind:
Mostly follow the water, but
When you get to the junction where three streets intersect,
abandon the water and take the middle of the three streets.
It was a Sunday morning. The walk along the water was pleasant. The walk on the road to the Metro is a bit
seedy, though not a problem during the daylight hours when the ship is in port.
It took me about 20 minutes to walk from terminal A to the Metro station.
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Planning Resources for Your Self-Guided Tour from Piraeus Port to Athens
Download the “official” Athens map from this link www.TomsPortGuides.com/AthensStreetMap.pdf
This pdf map is “scalable” which means you can enlarge it on your computer monitor 400% and it is still razor
sharp. Use the + control or type in a number to enlarge the map to 70%-125% magnification and move the
sliders to center the display to the section of Athens you are interested in visiting. Set your printer to “print
current view” and print various sections of the map. Use the same procedure to print the Legend on page 2 of
this map showing points of interest. I have a included a small section of this map on page 11 of this guide. The
section is centered around map coordinates H4 to show the main tourist area in central Athens. Note the highly
detailed information re the streets. This map is ideal for planing your self-guided tour.

An extremely useful website has links for ALL public transportation agencies
http://www.atticaroute.gr/sundesmoi.aspx?lang=en-US
The image below is a screenshot of the opening view for this link. I have added headings to this image.

This website has links for ALL public transportation agency websites serving the Athens
area. Each website has information on prices, schedules, maps, trip planning tools, etc.
This is an incredible treasure trove of information for planning a self-guided tour!!!
I clicked on the link for the Attico Metro and downloaded a map, which I edited and cropped to show the
Metro connection between Piraeus Port and Athens. See next page.
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Metro Map Piraeus to Athens

You can download the full metro map from the website if you want information on more stops to the Northern section of Athens
Athens-08-12-2011
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I clicked on the web-link for ISAP Electric Railway
I selected Piraeus as starting point and Omonia as destination and clicked “Find routes”. The list of stations
displayed with the travel time and two maps. One of the maps is shown below. When viewing the website, left
click on the map to enlarge it, then right click and select “Save As” to save the map to your computer.

Use this link for maps showing ALL bus stops in Piraeus and Athens
http://www.oasa.gr/content.php?id=komgen

The following pages show “sections” of the complete map for Piraeus and Acropolis area Bus Stops
Athens-08-12-2011
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Bus Stops in Piraeus Port Area

NOTE: This is only a small section of the map. I have added info showing the cruise ship terminals.
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Bus Stops in the Acropolis Area

NOTE: This is only a small section of the map. I have added info showing tourist sites to the map.
Athens-08-12-2011
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Street Map of Central Athens – This is a small section (H4) of a map download it at http://www.tomsportguides.com/athensstreetmap.pdf
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The maps listed above are useful in planning your self-guided tour of Athens. I have had
problems logging onto Greek websites. Sometimes they work; sometimes they're down. So I downloaded the
metro route, bus stop maps, etc. into one large pdf file and placed it on my website. You can download it from:
http://www.tomsportguides.com/uploads/5/8/5/4/58547429/athensmetro-busmaps.pdf
It is a large file so it will take time to display and download to your computer. Patience is a virtue. These are
high resolution, scalable pdf maps. Enlarge them on your computer monitor to show the detail you desire in a
highly legible form and print sections of the maps using “print screen” or set your printer to “current view”.

Comments from my friend, Mike Engelberg, RE his self-guided tour in April 2011
The Metro line serving Piraeus is line 1 (green).
My objective, of course, was the Acropolis. I had read (most likely in Cruise Critic) that the shortest
walking distance from public transit to the Acropolis is from the Akropoli station on Metro line 3 (red),
which is southeast of the Acropolis.
To accomplish this, I had originally intended to take line 1 to Omonia Square and transfer to line 3.
However, they were repairing line 1 past Monastiraki station. So I had to transfer to line 2 (blue),
travel east to Syntagma Square, then transfer to line 3 (green) and travel south one station to Akropoli.
Trains came often enough (and it was Sunday) that it wasn't a terrible detour. Signs in the subway
stations are in both Greek and English.
I'd say the whole trip, involving three subway lines, took about 40 minutes. The fare each way was 1.4
euro. My advice is to buy the return ticket at Piraeus before heading into the city.
Taking this route was indeed the best approach to the Acropolis. The street on the south perimeter of
the Acropolis, which has been made into a pedestrian walkway, gradually goes higher as you walk
west toward the Acropolis. So it becomes less of a climb than having to walk up the stairs on the
western side of the Acropolis.
After visiting the Acropolis, I descended on the western side to the Ancient Agora. That is included in
the admission price to the Acropolis. After the Ancient Agora, I exited into the western corner of the
Plaka, the lively neighborhood full of tourists. From there it was a short walk to the Monastiraki
station on Metro line 1 (green), and then back to Piraeus.

Organized vs. self-guided tour options in Pireaus-Athens
The goal of my port guides is to provide information and resources so you will be aware of the issues and
know where to find resource materials to help plan your cruise vacation for your priorities. It is not my
intention to recommend how you tour. That is your decision.
Some travelers prefer self-guided tours because it gives them maximum flexibility to explore sites of specific
interest and experience the “flavor” of the city. It is also the lowest cost travel option. These people are
comfortable with public transit in large cities and can quickly adjust to changes in routes and delays. I have
included fairly extensive information and resources to help plan a walking route through the port and use of
public transit.
My preference in Athens is organized excursions to minimize walking distance because my wife uses a cane.
And it doesn't take much for me to get lost. I'm uncomfortable traveling on my own in a country where I can't
decipher the alphabet, read the signs, nor speak the language. If I did use public transit in Athens, I'd print out
the maps/schedules and program my pocket GPS “before” I arrived in Greece so I would not get lost (for long).
If I were to do a self-guided tour, I'd opt for the Hop-On Buses. They stop near the cruise ships, go everywhere,
and announce/explain the sites in English. Caveat - I have not had personal experience with these buses in
Athens, but I assume they are similar to HOHO in other cities.
I have provided information on self-guided tours, the Hop-On Bus, and extensive information on the following
pages on the major tourist sites in Athens
I wish you a great cruise vacation,
Tom Sheridan
Athens-08-12-2011
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Major Tourist Sites in Downtown Athens

A detailed explanation of this map begins on the next page. Please note the “Bus Parking” and red dots
on the left side of the Acropolis Parthenon area.
Athens-08-12-2011
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Bus Parking is where the ship's tour buses and cabs drop off
passengers. The red dots represent the path you walk up the hill
to the Acropolis. It's not bad because the steps are low height and
there are long, flat sections between small sets of stairs. At the top,
you will have to climb several flights of stairs that have relatively
high step height. This area is always crowded.
Take your time and hold onto handrails where provided. If you
are mobility challenged, these stairs may be a problem.
CAUTION: When you arrive on the top of the hill there are flat,
pebble covered walkways. Invariably, tourists leave the walkways
and cross irregular marble outcropping projections covered with
dust which makes them slippery! If you are unaware of your
footing and move to take a photograph your feet may fly out from
underneath. On our last visit, I saw several people fall. Fortunately,
no one was injured.
Descending stairs from Acropolis – photo (right)
When you leave the Acropolis area, you walk along the wide, flat
pedestrian walkway (shown in yellow on the map) past #4 on the map, past the entrance to the New
Museum to the Melina Mercouri statue (#2 on the map – photo below).
This statue is the pick-up point for the ship's excursion bus. Your tour
guide will give you time to walk around this area or visit the museum, if
that's part of your tour. I have shown the street with shops and cafes.
We had a great lunch there.
Melina Mercouri was an actress who became active in the movement
against the military regime (1967-1974) and subsequently an important
politician. She was Minister of Culture from 1981 to 1989 using her
charm and glamor to to make culture part of the everyday lives of the
Greeks. She is remembered as the last Greek Goddess, cherished, and
passionately loved by the people.
If you walk a hundred
feet North of the Melina
Mercouri statue to the
traffic light, cross the
street to the East and walk
on the other side of Hadrians Arch (#5 on the map) you can
photograph the Acropolis thru the arch.
You can also
photograph the Temple of Zeus through the fence and get
some decent pictures. But if you want great photos of the Temple
of Zeus, you have to enter through the main gate as shown on the
map and pay a fee. Some of the ship's tours include admission to
the Temple of Zeus.

Temple of Zeus (above)

The New Museum (#3 on the map) is a great place to visit. For people who are mobility challenged, the new
museum is an option to climbing up to the Acropolis. The museum has excellent displays, a video on the
Acropolis, a nice restaurant, and an upper deck to take photos of Acropolis. Unfortunately, you cannot
photograph any display in the museum. The Greeks moved statues from the Acropolis that had been outside for
Athens-08-12-2011
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a thousand years, exposed to the elements, and prevent me from photographing them inside the museum???
The Panathenaic Stadium (#8 on the map) is accessible from the main road. If it is included in your
excursion, the ship's tour buses stop 20 minutes for photos and use of the public toilets. Reconstructed on the
site of an ancient stadium, this is the only major stadium in the world constructed entirely of white marble. Preplan how you are going to take a panoramic photos. My photo below has “moire” distortion.

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (#9 on the map) is at the Greek Parliament building. I think the guards
change around noon. We were on a private tour in a van. Our driver parked illegally in front of Parliament so
we wouldn't have to walk far. Don't you just love those private tour guides. We got some great photos.

Changing of the Guard at Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
The Library, University, and Academy (#10 on the map) are beautiful examples of neoclassical architecture.
I have duplicated nine pages from the Athens Attica brochure below.
This is unquestionably, the best descriptive information I have seen for Athens.

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 15 of 26 For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 16 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 17 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 18 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 19 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 20 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 21 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 22 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 23 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Athens-08-12-2011

Page 24 of 26

For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Travel Advisories and Security in Athens
Like all major cities, there is an issue of pickpockets and petty theft in Piraeus and Athens. The
more troubling issue is demonstrations and work stoppages which often lead to violence. And
there is a concern about terrorism.

UK Travel Advice - August 5, 2011:
Visitors should expect regular strikes and demonstrations. These are sometimes called at short notice and can
cause disruption to public transport in and out of Greece (including air travel and ports). Exercise extreme
caution around public demonstrations and protests in major urban centres. Violent incidents have occurred at
and in the margins of such protests. Tear gas can be used. You should avoid demonstrations and observe
instructions and advice given by local security authorities.
Demonstrations are particularly likely to take place around Syntagma Square in central Athens; the police have
recently used tear gas to disperse demonstrators in the square.
There is a general threat from terrorism. Attacks could be indiscriminate, including places frequented by
expatriates and foreign travelers.
You should take out comprehensive travel and medical insurance before traveling. For the full citation, see
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/travel-and-living-abroad/travel-advice-by-country/europe/greece

US Department of State Travel Advisory – August, 2011
Don’t buy counterfeit and pirated goods, even those widely available, along the sidewalks in Central Athens
or Thessaloniki. Not only are these goods illegal to bring back into the United States, if you purchase bootlegs
and “knock-offs” in Greece, you are breaking Greek law.
You should take the usual safety precautions you would in any urban or tourist area during a visit to Greece.
Crimes against tourists (such as pick-pocketing and purse-snatching) occur at popular tourist sites and on public
transportation - especially the Metro - and in some shopping areas in and around Thessaloniki. If you travel by
Metro, keep track of your purse/backpack/wallet at all times. Thieves will often create a diversion to draw your
attention away from your immediate surroundings. Diversions can include “accidentally” sneezing or spilling
something on you and loudly accusing you of having bumped into them. Thieves ride the trains in from the
Athens Airport, so be especially careful when you first arrive.
Strikes and demonstrations are a regular occurrence. Greece is a stable democracy and these activities for
the most part are orderly and lawful. However, a wave of incidents started in December 2008 when a teenager
was shot and killed in an encounter with police. Incidents occurred throughout Greece, but primarily in Athens
and Thessaloniki. Protestors engaged in violent confrontations with the police, destructive vandalism, and
rioting in localized areas, some of which are frequented by tourists. The subsequent anniversaries of the event
have been marked by further demonstrations. In May 2010, three bank employees were killed when anarchists
participating in a general strike-related demonstration fire-bombed the bank.
The U.S. Government remains deeply concerned about the heightened threat of terrorist attacks against
U.S. citizens and interests abroad. Greece’s open borders, long coastline, and many islands increase the
possibility that foreign-based terrorists might enter/exit the country with anonymity.
In December 2010, a powerful bomb exploded outside of the Court of the First Instance in Athens. In
November 2010, a number of package bombs were sent to courier services for delivery to embassies in Athens.
In June 2010, an assistant to the Minister of Citizen Protection was killed when he opened a package bomb
delivered to police headquarters. In March 2010, a fifteen-year-old Afghan immigrant was killed when he
apparently disturbed a bomb placed outside an Athens business. In January 2010, a bomb exploded near the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.
For the full citation, see http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1127.html
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User Feedback Is Welcome
Goal
My guides are designed to help you plan a great cruise vacation by providing information such as where the
ship docks, location of tourist sites, public transit, walking tour maps, things to see and do, travel issues unique
to the port, etc. Knowledge of ports is important when planning shore excursions because you have to make
many decisions and commitments long before your ship docks. I believe the information in this guide is
accurate, however you are responsible to verify accuracy of the information that you use to plan your vacation.
Information on cruise ports frequently changes such as bus routes, admission fees to sites, rental car locations,
etc. Cruise Critic is the best source for up-to-date, detailed information on travel details for shore excursions,
reviews of cruise ships, etc. There are many knowledgeable people on Cruise Critic who are willing to share
their expertise and travel experience. I highly recommend www.CruiseCritic.com; it's free to join.
Why feedback is important
User feedback helps me make corrections and improve the format and content in my quest to produce the
“ultimate” port guides. I welcome offers to collaborate with me or provide materials for use in my guides.
PLEASE Help “spread the word” about my website
The only negative feedback I get is, “I wish I knew about your port guides before my vacation”. Please tell
your friends and post a reference to my guides and website on the blogs. To receive email notification when
new guides are available, send your email address to me at TomsPortGuides@gmail.com

Copyright Notice & Terms and Conditions for Use of My Guides
My port guides and everything on my website www.TomsPortGuides.com is copyrighted by Thomas Sheridan
with all rights reserved, and protected by international copyright laws.
PERMITTED USE: Personal, non-commercial use of my port guides and/or material from my website.
I allow individuals to take my guides apart for personal, non-commercial use. Many cruisers carry a map or a
few pages from my guide on a shore excursion. That's OK. I also allow people to post my guides on websites
they set up for fellow travelers to share information on shore excursions such as the websites set up by Cruise
Critic members for the Roll Calls. That's OK. My guides are for use and enjoyment of individual travelers.
PROHIBITED USE of my port guides and/or material from my website.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to use material from my website for a commercial
purpose, to sell, require a membership to download my port guides, or use my copyrighted material for a
commercial purpose.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from my guides or material
from my website as electronic, digital, or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept intact, as downloaded
from my website, with this copyright notice.
NO Cruise Ship employee, representative, contractor, port lecturer, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from
my guides or material from my website as electronic, digital or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept
intact, as downloaded from my website, with this copyright notice. A blatant example of violation of my
copyright was a cruise ship docked in Copenhagen where the shore excursion desk personnel removed maps
from my guide, removed my name as the copyright owner, and copied/distributed my maps.
Fortunately, a friend of mine on that ship complained to the purser and the ship stopped violating my copyright.
If there is any question about use of my guides, contact me at TomsPortGuides@Gmail.com
Tom Sheridan
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