Toms Barcelona Cruise Port Guide: Spain
The walking tour map of La Rambla and Gothic Quarter includes the cathedral, food market, Placa de
Catalunya, etc. Parc Guell, Casa Batllo, Casa Mila and a virtual tour of Sagrada Familia, the most
famous church are cited as examples of Gaudi's influence. Montjuic, the former Olympic site with
museums and park areas on a hill that overlooks the city is described with maps and photos.
Barcelona is a magnificent city with wide boulevards, great food,
impressive buildings, and many memorable places to visit. There
are striking examples of world famous architecture, a mix of old
and modern buildings, beautiful squares, parks, great shopping, and
a hill overlooking the city and harbor.
Cruise ships dock about 2 miles from the Christopher Columbus
monument on La Rambla. It's too far to walk, but there are shuttle
buses for a fee (~ $ 5). You also have convenient cab service
between the cruise ship dock and the city.
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PICKPOCKETS & SECURITY
Unfortunately, Barcelona is cited by numerous sources as being the worst city for these activities in all of
Europe. The Canadian government reports more passports stolen in Spain than anywhere else in the world.
Approaches taken by pickpockets include “hugging” strangers as long-lost friends, impersonating police
officers and demanding identification and inspection of your belongings, grabbing people by the neck, throwing
a white mix that looks like bird-shit out of windows or dumping soda on tourists so a good “Samaritan”
accomplice can come to your aide while stealing your valuables.
There are also scams by some cab drivers and waiters. The person takes your large Euro bill and later gives it
back to you stating it is counterfeit and he cannot accept it. He's switched your genuine bill to the fake one he
hands back to you. Tip: Don't pay taxis until you arrive at your destination and use credit cards in restaurants.
CAVEAT
Information contained herein is believed to be accurate. PLEASE verify the information you use for your travel
plans. Opinions expressed are my own. This port guide is protected by copyright law - see the last page of this
guide for legal notices.
Tom Sheridan
Note: I would like to thank Linda Safier and George Selfridge for their help on this port guide.
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Aerial Photo - Cruise Ship Dock Location in Barcelona – note the scale of 500 feet
#1 - Cruise ships dock area. Large parking lots are next to the passenger terminals with buses & cabs.
#2 - Bus drop off and meeting point area
#3 - Christopher Columbus statue at the southern end of La Rambla
It's about two miles from the ship dock area to the Christopher Columbus statue. Don't try to walk because you
have to walk over a high bridge and along major roads.
Take the ship's shuttle bus (~ $ 5/person) or a cab (~ 10 Euros for two people).
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Bus Meeting Point and Christopher Columbus Statue – note the scale of 100 feet
The bus drop off and pick up point is next to #2. Be sure you know the exact pick up point for your bus.
#3 is the Christopher Columbus statue. You can purchase tickets for hop-on buses at # 3 and get cabs there.
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Hop-On Bus Tour Map – page 1 of 2
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Hop-On Bus Tour Map – page 2 of 2

This map is from the Barcelona Bus Turistic web site http://www.barcelonabusturistic.cat/web/guest A 22 Euro
bus ticket is good for all three bus routes. We enjoyed it. You can purchase tickets near the Columbus Statue.
Whether or not you use a Hop-on bus, studying the map is useful in planning your vacation because it shows all
the tourist sites. I have uploaded a higher resolution version of the Hop-on bus map as a pdf file to my website.
You can download it from www.TomsPortGuides.com/BarcelonaHopOnBusMap.pdf
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Barcelona Metro Map - You can purchase a group of 10 tickets and use them for several people on the metro & buses
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Walking Tour of Barri Gotic (Gothic Quarter) – See Next Page for Details
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Barri Gotic (Gothic Quarter)
The Gothic Quarter begins at the Christopher Columbus statue #3 and
proceeds North 4200 feet along La Rambla and turns East on Carrer de
Fontanella and then South along Via Laietana to the sea. The square
North of Barri Gotic is Catalunya – the center of Barcelona.
It was once a Roman village. Today, the Gothic Center is the cultural
hub of the city with many restaurants, churches, shops, hotels, etc. It has
a mix of old and modern buildings with a labyrinth of winding, narrow
streets opening to squares (placas).
You begin your walking tour on La Rambla. It is a wide, tree-lined
street with a large pedestrian area in the center with narrow, one-way
lanes on each side for limited traffic. The pedestrian island in the center
of the street is filled with outside cafes, artists stands, and souvenir
shops. Be forewarned it's pricey to stop at an outside cafe, but it's a lot
of fun. You'll see and hear singers, dancers, bands, etc. And there are
mimes, people posing as statues, and people dressed in a very unusual manner.

Tourist Sites in the Gothic Quarter
I have included tourist sites for reference and numbered them to key the
descriptive text and photos to the map on the previous page. The numbers are for
convenience only, not a suggestion that you visit them in that order. It may not be
practical, nor desirable, to walk to all of these sites. Pick and chose the places
you wish to visit. My favorites are listed in red color as “MUST SEE”.

#3 Columbus Statue at South end of La Rambla
#4 Basilica de la Merce = Plaça Mercè 1 Barcelona , Barcelona , Spain 08002
Dedicated to Virgen de la Mercè (patron saint of Barcelona). The Barça football
players credit her with their wins.

#5 Placa Reial - - numerous restaurants and bars which are usually full day and night
#6 – 7 – 8 Walking Route to Historical Museum and Cathedral = MUST SEE
The red dots on the map show the walking route used by tour guides between La Rambla and the Cathedral.
There are other routes, but this is the one I prefer. You enter Carrer de Ferran street from La Rambla at #6
on the map between the McDonald’s and Kentucky Fried Chicken. As you walk along the street, take
particular note of the decorative iron work on the buildings and the street lamps.
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#7 The Historical Museum = MUST SEE “from the outside”. It's a 15th Century building. Be sure to
walk around the streets near the museum to see and photograph the building and walls from multiple
perspectives. Photo (below) is the display at the entrance to the Historical Museum. See the official website at:
http://www.travelinformationbarcelona.com/arts/museums/the-historical-museum-of-barcelona.html

# 8 Barcelona Cathedral = MUST SEE
The cathedral is also called “La Seu” because it is in Placa de La Seu. The full name is “Cathedral de la Santa
Creu i Santa Eulalia” which translates to “Cathedral of the Holy Cross and Saint Eulalia”. Saint Eulalia was a
virgin who was placed naked in a square by the Romans. According to legend, it snowed to cover her nudity.
The Romans were so enraged they brutally killed her. Her remains are in the crypt of the cathedral.
There is a huge square in front of the cathedral and an elevator inside (free) to take you to the top of the
cathedral to walk around the roof and photograph the city.
The address is Placa de la Seu 3, 08002 Barcelona, spain
Photo at left - We spotted this person outside a restaurant dressed to
commemorate Saint Eulalia covered in snow.
Photo below – inside the cathedral
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If you are interested in a cab to/from the cathedral, I call your attention to the main street 200 feet North
of the cathedral called Avinguda de la Catedral. Cab drivers know where the cathedral is in Barri Gotic.

#9 Basilica Sant Just i Pastor is a small church which dates back to the 13 th century. The official website
is http://www.basilicasantjust.cat/

#10 Santa Maria Del Mar. This church inspired the historical novel “Cathedral of the Sea”. The official
website is http://www.sacred-destinations.com/spain/barcelona-santa-maria-del-mar
This is an impressive church, judged to be one of the best examples of Catalan Gothic architecture in the world.
It's in an upscale neighborhood. We liked it and the area around it. If you walk to this church, you will cross
the main road and see impressive government building facades near Placa Sant Jaume.

#11 Santa Maria del Pi "St. Mary of the Pine Tree" is a 14th century Gothic church. The square next to
the church, Plaça del Pi, has a number of stands selling souvenirs and there is a farmer's market a few days a
week. The guided walking tours stop here.

#12 Food Market = MUST SEE
The market has every imaginable type of food and is frequented by local restaurants to purchase fresh food.
You'll enjoy walking around, taking photos, and purchasing some samples of food, including prepared
sandwiches and take-out hot dishes. From La Rambla, the entrance to the food market is shown as #12 on the
map. There is a Dunkin' Coffee shop on the corner. The sign above the market reads “Mercat St Josep
La Boqueria”

#13 Plaça de Catalunya = MUST SEE
It is the center of Barcelona and is located at the North end of La Rambla.
See this website for details http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pla%C3%A7a_de_Catalunya,_Barcelona
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The Gaudi Influence on Barcelona Architecture – See Next Page for Details
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The map on the previous page begins at #13 Placa de Catalunya at the North end of La Rambla.
Note the scale of 1000 feet. You could walk to a few of these sites, but to
reach all of them, you'll need some form of transportation. The Hop-on buses
drive by and stop near these sites.

# 14 - Casa Batlló See photo at right
Website = http://www.casabatllo.cat/
This building was refurbished by Gaudi in the early 1900's. The columns and
balconies look like bones and a skull and the facade is covered with bright
color mosaic. You can see and photograph the building from the main street
which has a number of nice stores and shops.
The entrance fee is 16.50 Euros. Hours are usually 9 AM – 2 PM.
The address is Passeig de Gràcia, 43, Barcelona, Spain

#15 -Casa Milà (La Pedrera) See photo below
Website = http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casa_Mil%C3%A0
This apartment building by Gaudi is not as colorful as Casa Batlló, but it has a “cliff-like” appearance so it has
been named “La Pedrera” which means “the quarry”.
The entrance fee is 9.50 Euros. Hours are usually 9 AM – 6.30 PM.
The address is Passeig de Gràcia ,92, Barcelona, Spain
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#16 - Sagrada Familia = MUST SEE See photo at right
For a STUNNING VIRTUAL TOUR of the interior, go to the official website:
http://www.sagradafamilia.cat/docs_instit/vvirtual.php?vv=1
This is the most famous church in Barcelona. Gaudi started construction in 1882 and
worked on it until his death. It might be finished in 2026. You don't necessarily have to tour
it, but you must see it from the outside.
The hours are 9 AM - 8 PM in the summer.
The address is Carrer Mallorca 401, Barcelona, Spain

#17 - Parc Güell website = http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Park_G%C3%BCell
This park was designed by Gaudi as a “garden city for the wealthy”. Only a few houses
were built, then the park was donated to the city of Barcelona. The botanical gardens have colorful mosaics and
structures. The main entrance has a sign “Park Guell”. The Greek theater has views of the city. On the
perimeter are curved, vibrant benches for visitors to sit and view the park. I have not been there, but friends
who visited it loved it. If you take the public bus to the top of the park, you do not have to walk uphill from the
bottom. You walk from the top down, which is easier.
Entrance is free. Hours are 9 AM – 9 PM in the summer.
The address is Parc Guell, Carrer d'Olot, 3, 08024 Barcelona, Spain

# 18 – Torre Agbar (the Pickle Building) website = http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torre_Agbar
You do NOT have to go to this building. Just keep an eye out for it. It's hard to miss because it is 474 feet
tall and very distinctive looking, like a giant pickle. It changes color because it has 4500 windows to reflect the
light. The lighting of Torre Agbar is very distinctive at night.
The architect was inspired by Gaudi.
The address is Avinguda Diagonal, 211, 08018 Barcelona, Spain
The official website = http://www.torreagbar.com/home.asp
The website has information about architecture in Barcelona and a
number of photos you can download for your screensaver. The
photo below is from this website.

Photo from Hop-on bus
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Page 13 of 18 For more guides, see www.TomsPortGuides.com

Montjuïc – the Hill Overlooking Barcelona
Montjuic is near the cruise ship dock overlooking the city and harbor. It was used for Olympic events and has
an Olympic stadium and swimming pool. It is a large area with numerous museums, large park areas, a
botanical garden, a full-size model village showing the architecture of Spain, a castle with an open air cinema,
and a scenic overlook for photos of the harbor and city. Telefèric de Montjuïc (Montjuïc Cable-Car) costs 9.50
Euros and provides a scenic view of the area.
There are long distances between individual sites. I believe it's too far to walk and prefer transportation with
multiple stops throughout the area. Hop-on buses have several stops on Montjuic. The ship's excursion buses
make two or three stops. We've been to Montjuic three times on buses and spent ~ 30-45 minutes on each visit.

You could easily spend an entire day on Montjuic. To help you plan your visit, check these websites:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montju%C3%AFc
http://gospain.about.com/od/barcelon1/tp/Montjuic-Barcelona.htm
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Seafood Paella – Most Famous and Popular Spanish Dish
I'm not a cook, but I love Seafood Paella. Mary searches the internet
for reviews of the best Paella in Barcelona. In 2010, we went to the
La Taverna Catalana restaurant near the center of Barcelona. This
restaurant specializes in grilled organic free-range meat, market, and
Mediterranean cuisine. They claim to make the best tapas in Barcelona,
fresh made paella, assorted cured organic meat, fried fish and grilled
vegetables. We loved it!
If you want a great meal, do some research on the internet to find a
restaurant(s) that appeals to you. Print out the name and street address
and hand it to your cab driver. They read English and will have no
problem taking you to the restaurant. When we're ready to leave, we
have the restaurant call a cab for us.
Paella preparation and cooking time is too time consuming to be
included on the ship's restaurant dinner menu. But cruise ships often
serve paella for lunch in the dining room restaurant and sometimes have
it on the buffet for dinner the day the ship is in Barcelona.

PICKPOCKETS & PETTY CRIME
ABC News Oct 1, 2010 reports “A new study by the travel review site TripAdvisor shows the top 10 places
its members tend to encounter the thieves. While pickpockets can strike anywhere, TripAdvisor found the most
frequently reported places to be European cities with grand outdoor attractions.”

The Top 10 Pickpocket Cities
#1: Barcelona, Spain
#2: Rome, Italy
#3: Paris, France
#4: Madrid, Spain
#5: Athens, Greece
#6: Prague, Czech Republic
#7: Costa Blanca (Alicante Province), Spain
#8: Lisbon, Portugal
#9: Tenerife, Spain
#10: London, UK
"When in a high-traffic tourist setting, you really need to be on your toes," warns the site's Brooke Ferencsik.
"You're looking at some very popular European cities with some great tourist attractions, many of them
outdoors," he said. "Those unfortunately represent some great targets for pickpockets."
TripAdvisor members reported that in Rome, for instance, wallets and purses were most often stolen near the
Trevi Fountain. In Paris, it was the Eiffel Tower and in Athens, the Acropolis. Granted, these are also some of
the most-visited sites in all of Europe, which is why they might be high on the list.
It makes sense that outdoor settings with large crowds would have a lot of theft. In museums, the thieves might
have to pay admission and there are security staff and cameras. Escape isn't as easy. Outside, it's a lot easier to
pick a pocket and disappear into the crowd.
Barcelona-07-22-2011
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Most travelers don't experience theft. But he says every traveler should prepare for it. Unger offers several tips
to minimize the risk of pickpockets.
Carry as Little as Possible: Hold onto whatever cash you need for the day, a credit card and your driver's
license. Unger said everything else should be left back in your hotel safe. Why carry around your passport or
other vital documents? "Leave them somewhere where they are not at risk," he said. Avoid the Back Pocket.
It's an easy target, especially in crowded areas. Some travelers prefer a money belt for added security.
For the full citation, see
http://abcnews.go.com/Travel/top-10-pickpocket-cities-watch-wallet-avoid-thieves/story?id=11769828

Canadian Government Travel Advisory – July 2011
More Canadian passports are stolen each year in Spain—especially in Madrid and Barcelona—than anywhere
else in the world.
Petty crime and robbery against tourists occur, especially in larger cities, and particularly during holidays,
festivals, and weekends, when tourist areas and attractions are very crowded. Violent crime is rare. Although
assaults against foreigners are infrequent, reports of such attacks in connection with petty crime are a concern.
In Barcelona, thefts occur most frequently at the airport and on the airport shuttlebus (Aerobus), on Las
Ramblas (often in Internet cafes), in Plaza Real and surrounding streets of the old city, on the subway,
Barceloneta beach, Sagrada Familia church, and at the Sants train and bus station.
Pickpockets and purse snatchers use various techniques to distract their victims and steal their belongings, often
without their knowledge. They work alone, in pairs, or in groups. They are especially active in crowded areas,
including at airports, on public transportation, and in hotel lobbies, restaurants, outdoor cafes or tourist
attractions, or on the road. They may pose as police officers and require that victims show them valuable
belongings, such as passports, money, or cameras; or they may act like Good Samaritans and pretend to help.
Do not leave your food or drinks unattended. There have been incidents of food and beverages being spiked
with drugs or other substances.
For the full citation, see
http://www.voyage.gc.ca/countries_pays/report_rapport-eng.asp?id=274000#3

US Dept of State Travel Advisory
While most of Spain has a moderate rate of crime and most of the one million U.S. citizen tourists have troublefree visits to Spain each year, street crimes against tourists occur in the principal tourist areas. Madrid and
Barcelona, in particular, report incidents of pick-pocketing, mugging, and occasional violent attacks, some of
which require the victim to seek medical attention. Although crimes occur at all times of day and night and to
people of all ages, older tourists and Asian Americans seem to be particularly at risk. Criminals tend to frequent
tourist areas and major attractions such as museums, monuments, restaurants, outdoor cafes, Internet cafes,
hotel lobbies, beach resorts, city buses, subways, trains, train stations, airports, and ATMs.
In Barcelona, the largest number of incidents reported also occurred in major tourist areas--on Las Ramblas,
Barcelona’s El Prat Airport, Sants train station, Metro stations, in the Sagrada Familia Area, in the Gothic
Quarter, in Park Güell, in Plaza Real, and along Barcelona’s beaches. There have been a number of thefts
reported at the Port Olimpic Area and nearby beaches.
Barcelona-07-22-2011
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Travelers should remain alert to their personal security and exercise caution. We suggest that travelers carry
limited cash, only one credit card, and a copy of their passport; leaving extra cash, extra credit cards, passports
and personal documents in a safe location. When carrying documents, credit cards, or cash, we recommend that
you secure them in a hard-to-reach place and not carry all valuables together in a purse or backpack.
Thieves often work in teams of two or more people. In many cases, one person distracts a victim while the
accomplices perform the robbery. For example, someone might wave a map in your face and ask for directions,
”inadvertently” spill something on you, or help you clean-up bird droppings thrown on you by a third unseen
accomplice. While your attention is diverted, an accomplice makes off with your valuables. Thieves may drop
coins or keys at your feet to distract you and try to take your belongings while you are trying to help.
Attacks are sometimes initiated from behind, with the victim being grabbed around the neck and choked by one
assailant while others rifle through or grab the belongings. A group of assailants may surround the victim in a
crowded popular tourist area or on public transportation, and only after the group has departed does the person
discover he/she has been robbed. Purse snatchers may grab purses or wallets and run away, or immediately pass
the stolen item to an accomplice. A passenger on a passing motorcycle sometimes robs pedestrians.
There have been reports of thieves posing as plainclothes police officers, beckoning to pedestrians from cars
and sometimes confronting them on the street asking for documents, or to inspect their cash for counterfeit bills,
which they ultimately confiscate as “evidence.” The U.S. Embassy in Madrid has received reports of cars on
limited access motorways being pulled over by supposed unmarked police cars. The Spanish police do not
operate in this fashion. We encourage U.S. citizens to ask for a uniformed law enforcement officer if
approached.
For the full citation, see
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1024.html#crime

The websites below have extensive information about Pickpockets & Scams in Barcelona:
http://www.corporatetravelsafety.com/safety-tips/
Barcelona and Madrid Pickpocket Scams - A Must Read!
Barcelona Pickpocket and Travel Scams -Additional Scams
Fake Police Scam in Barcelona Spain
New Pickpocket Technique in Baracelona "The Ronaldinho Method"
Spain is Top Theft Hotspot for British Citizens Traveling Abroad
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User Feedback Is Welcome
Goal
My guides are designed to help you plan a great cruise vacation by providing information such as where the
ship docks, location of tourist sites, public transit, walking tour maps, things to see and do, travel issues unique
to the port, etc. Knowledge of ports is important when planning shore excursions because you have to make
many decisions and commitments long before your ship docks. I believe the information in this guide is
accurate, however you are responsible to verify accuracy of the information that you use to plan your vacation.
Information on cruise ports frequently changes such as bus routes, admission fees to sites, rental car locations,
etc. Cruise Critic is the best source for up-to-date, detailed information on travel details for shore excursions,
reviews of cruise ships, etc. There are many knowledgeable people on Cruise Critic who are willing to share
their expertise and travel experience. I highly recommend www.CruiseCritic.com; it's free to join.
Why feedback is important
User feedback helps me make corrections and improve the format and content in my quest to produce the
“ultimate” port guides. I welcome offers to collaborate with me or provide materials for use in my guides.
PLEASE Help “spread the word” about my website
The only negative feedback I get is, “I wish I knew about your port guides before my vacation”. Please tell
your friends and post a reference to my guides and website on the blogs. To receive email notification when
new guides are available, send your email address to me at TomsPortGuides@gmail.com

Copyright Notice & Terms and Conditions for Use of My Guides
My port guides and everything on my website www.TomsPortGuides.com is copyrighted by Thomas Sheridan
with all rights reserved, and protected by international copyright laws.
PERMITTED USE: Personal, non-commercial use of my port guides and/or material from my website.
I allow individuals to take my guides apart for personal, non-commercial use. Many cruisers carry a map or a
few pages from my guide on a shore excursion. That's OK. I also allow people to post my guides on websites
they set up for fellow travelers to share information on shore excursions such as the websites set up by Cruise
Critic members for the Roll Calls. That's OK. My guides are for use and enjoyment of individual travelers.
PROHIBITED USE of my port guides and/or material from my website.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to use material from my website for a commercial
purpose, to sell, require a membership to download my port guides, or use my copyrighted material for a
commercial purpose.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from my guides or material
from my website as electronic, digital, or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept intact, as downloaded
from my website, with this copyright notice.
NO Cruise Ship employee, representative, contractor, port lecturer, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from
my guides or material from my website as electronic, digital or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept
intact, as downloaded from my website, with this copyright notice. A blatant example of violation of my
copyright was a cruise ship docked in Copenhagen where the shore excursion desk personnel removed maps
from my guide, removed my name as the copyright owner, and copied/distributed my maps.
Fortunately, a friend of mine on that ship complained to the purser and the ship stopped violating my copyright.
If there is any question about use of my guides, contact me at TomsPortGuides@Gmail.com
Tom Sheridan
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