Toms Fort Lauderdale, Florida Cruise Port Guide
Maps and details of Port Everglades cruise port showing location of 29 docks, cruise terminals, parking,
security gates, tranport to/from airport, where to buy wine, and pre-post cruise tours of the area.
Port Everglades, in Fort Lauderdale, is one of the largest cruise ports in the US. It's huge with 12 cruise
passenger terminals, 2 parking garages and 2 lots, and 29 docks for cruise and cargo ships. Entry to the cruise
port area is via one of 3 security gates: 17th St. & Eisenhower Blvd, Rte 1 & 84 to 24 th St. (Spangler Rd.), and
Interstate 595 Exit 12B onto Eller Dr.

CAVEAT
Information contained herein is believed to be accurate. PLEASE verify the information you use for your travel
plans. Opinions expressed are my own. This port guide is protected by copyright law - see the last page of this
guide for legal notices.
Tom Sheridan
FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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The “Official” Port Website is Excellent!
Kudos to Broward County Florida for creating the “official” website with highly detailed, useful information
covering all aspects of travel to/from Port Everglades, the Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport
(FLL), etc. This is a must visit website http://www.porteverglades.net/about-us/

Opening Screen for http://www.porteverglades.net/about-us/ website (below)

Be sure to click on the “cruising” menu tab to review information of importance to cruisers.
This website has links to most of the information you would need for planning a cruise vacation in Florida. The
“2012 Cruise Guide” is a 124 page brochure with information on the port, cruise lines, the 2012 calendar for
ships in port, etc. It also includes information on hotels, restaurants, shopping, public transit, etc. You can view
it online or download it as a pdf file. It is a 71 MB file which can take some time to download.
I have used excerpts from this website in preparing this port guide.
FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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Map showing Port Everglades and Ft Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL)

Airport Terminal Map (below)

FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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List of airlines by airport terminal

The “official” airport website by Broward County Florida is excellent. The terminal map and list of
airlines by terminal (above) are from this website. I recommend you become familiar with this website –
it should answer most/all your questions, see
http://www.broward.org/airport/Pages/Default.aspx

Where to buy wine for your cruise
NOTE: It's important to know and follow the Cruise Line's policy regarding alcoholic beverages. Princess
allows us to carry wine onto the ship to our cabin. We can take a bottle of wine to dinner if we pay a $ 15
corkage fee. Liquor can be carried onto the ship, but it is held for passengers until the end of the cruise.
We always purchase wine in Fort Lauderdale before we board a ship. If you have a car, there are many wine
stores to visit. But many cruisers want a wine store near Port Everglades. I have prepared a map showing wine
and liquor stores close to Port Everglades with a tabular summary of information on these stores (see the next
page). We have purchased wine from “Publix Markets” and “Total Wine and More”. We found the selection to
be adequate at these stores. I have not visited the other stores listed on my map. You can easily find wine stores
near any location by searching Google Maps for “wine stores near X”, where “X” is your starting point.
I call your attention to the fact that Port Everglades is a secure area with entrance/exit via the three security
gates. The port is a commercial area surrounded by fences; most of the roads do not have sidewalks. It is not a
safe pedestrian area. Hence, I believe the safe way to visit the wine shops is via a cab, public bus, or some other
type of vehicle using SE 17th St. between the wine stores and the port.
FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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Wine & Liquor Stores Near Port Everglades
For reference, the map below shows two of the port security gates at 17th St & Eisenhower Blvd and State Road 84 – SE 24th St. near Route 1.
Note: These stores are easily accessible from SE 17th St. They are NOT inside the port security area.

Wine Store

Street Address

Shopping Center, Store Website

Phone

Total Wine & More

1906 Cordova Rd, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

The Harbor Shops totalwine.com

(954) 828-9463

Publix Market – sells wine

1940 Cordova Rd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

The Harbor Shops www.publix.com

(954) 847-2844

International Market & Wine

1428 Southeast 17th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

Crown Wine & Spirits #17

1645 Cordova Rd, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

crownwineandspirits.com

(954) 525-6565

Harbordale Spirit Shop

759 Southeast 17th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316

Causeway Shoppes

(954) 765-1412

Inlet Liquor

759 Southeast 17th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Causeway Shoppes inletliquors.com

FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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Departure/Embarkation Checklist (Comments in italics are from Broward County)
Locating the the dock/terminal for your ship
Directional signs with ship names, cruise terminal assignments and arrows are located throughout the Port and
are updated daily. Please read these signs carefully when arriving at Port Everglades, because they will guide
you directly to your ship. I don't think it is possible to get lost. Drop your suitcases off with the porters for
your ship. Tipping is expected in the US; don't forget to tip $ 3-5 per bag.
Time to arrive at the ship for embarkation
“Cruise lines ask you to board at least two hours before the ship’s scheduled departure. However, most cruise
lines do not begin boarding passengers prior to noon. For your convenience and to avoid traffic, we strongly
suggest you do not arrive at Port Everglades prior to 11 AM.” (Source = Broward County)
My observation is that US cruise terminals are typically, old, well used, “warehouse” type buildings. Creature
comforts are limited to toilets, air conditioning, and a few chairs. There are NO restaurants, shopping areas,
magazine stands, TV's, etc. There is NOTHING to do in the cruise terminal. We usually arrive 2-3 hours
before the ship sails to avoid the crowds and minimize time spent in the terminal.
Getting to the ship from the airport
Port Everglades is the only US port located adjacent to an airport, making it easy to fly and cruise in the same
day. Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport is just minutes away from Port Everglades on U.S. 1
and is served by most major airlines. Although it's a short distance, we suggest you allow at least 45 minutes
between flight arrival and cruise check-in time to claim luggage and fill out forms at the terminal. The Miami
International Airport is 30 minutes from Port Everglades via I-95.
Taxi fare from Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport to Port Everglades is typically about $10 to
$15. If you purchased an air/sea travel package, transfers are usually included. For a taxi from the Port to
downtown Fort Lauderdale, expect to pay about $18, depending on your destination.
Local buses stop at the Northport section of Port Everglades. For schedules and information, call 954-3578400 or visit BCT. Greyhound provides nationwide bus service from the downtown Fort Lauderdale location
at 515 N.E. 3rd Street. It's about a 10-minute taxi ride to the Port. For more information, call 954-764-6551 or
visit Greyhound.
Getting to the ship from hotels or rental car agencies
The hotels we have stayed at included a free bus service to our ship. Similarly, our car rental agencies drove us
to the ship at no charge. Check with your hotel or car rental agency.
Driving and parking your car at the Port
Port Everglades is divided into three sections: Northport (north end), Midport (mid-section) and Southport
(south end). All of the Port's cruise terminals and parking garages are located in Northport and Midport.
Proper Identification such as Driver's License or Passport is required and your vehicle may be subject to
search when you enter the port. There are three entrances into Port Everglades:
• The 17th Street Causeway entrance which is located at Eisenhower Boulevard,
• State Road 84 entrance located just off of US , and
• The I-595 East entrance.
When traveling on I-95 south, take Exit #26 to I-595 East. Exit 12b, to Port Everglades.
When traveling on I-95 north, take Exit #24 to I-595 East. Exit 12b, to Port Everglades.
When traveling on I-75 north or south, take Exit #19 to I-595 East. Exit 12b, to Port Everglades.
When traveling on the Florida Turnpike north or south, take Exit #54 to I-595 East. Exit 12b, to Port
Everglades. If you are already in Ft. Lauderdale, the 17th Street Causeway or State Road 84 entrances may be
more convenient to use. Signage inside Port Everglades will direct you to parking garages and terminals.
FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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Parking at Port Everglades
Parking is available in the Northport and Midport Parking Garages and the Midport Surface Lot between
Terminals 18 and 19. Fees for garages & lots= $ 3 <1 hour, $ 15/day, $ 19/day for oversize vehicles. All
public parking areas are lighted and patrolled. For questions, call USA Parking 954-462-7287.
Northport Parking Garage for cruise terminals 1, 2, & 4
Entrance: Turn south on Eisenhower Blvd. from 17th Street Causeway, or come east on State Road 84,
entering the Port and turning left at Eisenhower Blvd. From I-595, go east straight into the Port.
Follow signs for Terminals #1, 2 & 4 and/or the Convention Center.
Midport Parking Garage for cruise terminals 19, 21, 22/24, 25, 26, 27, & 29
Entrance: Take I-595 east straight into the Port. Continue east to the garage on the left side of the
street.
Midport Surface Lots
Cruise Terminal 18 has its own 600-space surface parking lot adjacent to the terminal. Parking Lot #19
is a 400-space surface parking lot located between Cruise Terminals 18 and 19 and is used when the
parking lot at Cruise Terminal 18 and the Midport Garage are full. The entrance is on SE 19th Street.

Debarkation - Ship arrival (Comments in italics are from Broward County)
Baggage is brought off the ship to U.S. Customs and Border Protection in the passenger terminal. Following
inspection, porter service or self-assist service may be used to deliver baggage to private cars, limousines, taxis
or baggage trucks to the Airport. Tipping is optional. Some cruise lines offer a baggage check-in and delivery
service to the Airport for an additional cost that will free you up to explore Greater Fort Lauderdale.
Although cruise brochures and documents show early morning arrivals at Port Everglades, passengers are
not normally allowed ashore until several hours beyond the time shown . Since the front of each terminal is
reserved for active loading and unloading only, private automobiles picking up passengers on Saturdays and
Sundays should park in the free cell phone waiting area in front of the Port Administration Building at 1850
Eller Drive or in the nearest garage from which the driver may walk to the terminal’s exit area to greet the
returning party. Once the entire returning party and their luggage have been located, the driver may bring the
car from the garage to the terminal for vehicle loading.

Car rental shuttle pickup from Port Everglades
Car rental agencies provide a free shuttle bus from Port Everglades to the airport rental counter. Many car
rental agencies use a large bus that constantly circulates between the port and airport car rental counter. But you
have to phone Hertz and ask them to pick you up at the cruise port. Check with your car rental re how to get the
shuttle to the airport.

There is NO luggage storage at Port Everglades!
I have not used this service, but would consider BagsToGo, see http://bagstogo.net/baggage_storage.php
Descriptive text from the BagsToGo website (below):
Passengers disembarking from cruise ships can drop their bags at the cruise port and pick them up at the
airport prior to check-in. The convenient port-side baggage storage service is offered by nearly every
major cruise line at Port Everglades. All luggage is safely and securely transported to Fort LauderdaleHollywood International Airport or Miami International Airport where it is stored at the airport and
ready for your pick-up prior to your departure.
The cost is per bag per calendar day. Travelers must show valid I.D. and proof of booked travel to or
from the airport where the bags are stored. Baggage must be picked up prior to flight check-in and no
later than 5:30pm. You must allow at least one hour prior for domestic flight check-in and two hours
prior for international flight check-in. Bags are subject to inspection.
FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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Other options to store your luggage are:
•
•

Take your luggage to the airport yourself and check it in or store it there for later pickup.
Schedule a pre- or post- cruise tour. Your luggage will be stored on the bus during the tour.

Pre- and Post-Cruise Tours (Comments in italics are from Broward County)
One of the best things about cruising from Port Everglades is the convenience to the Airport and to great sites,
shopping and dining options. Guests with more than four hours to spare before their flight may opt to squeeze a
little bit more out of their vacations by booking a Greater Fort Lauderdale shore excursion with their cruise
line. Ask for the Shore Excursion brochure, visit www.sunny.org
NOTE: When our flight was scheduled for late afternoon, we took a 4-hour tour of Ft. Lauderdale organized by
Princess. Luggage was stored in the bus. The tour included a drive thru the area and a boat ride. We enjoyed
the tour. At the end of the tour, we were dropped off at the airport.
Photos (below) from the boat ride which was part of our post-cruise tour

Note: If you are planning to downsize, this house was for sale (photo above)
FtLauderdale-12-31-2011
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User Feedback Is Welcome
Goal
My guides are designed to help you plan a great cruise vacation by providing information such as where the
ship docks, location of tourist sites, public transit, walking tour maps, things to see and do, travel issues unique
to the port, etc. Knowledge of ports is important when planning shore excursions because you have to make
many decisions and commitments long before your ship docks. I believe the information in this guide is
accurate, however you are responsible to verify accuracy of the information that you use to plan your vacation.
Information on cruise ports frequently changes such as bus routes, admission fees to sites, rental car locations,
etc. Cruise Critic is the best source for up-to-date, detailed information on travel details for shore excursions,
reviews of cruise ships, etc. There are many knowledgeable people on Cruise Critic who are willing to share
their expertise and travel experience. I highly recommend www.CruiseCritic.com; it's free to join.
Why feedback is important
User feedback helps me make corrections and improve the format and content in my quest to produce the
“ultimate” port guides. I welcome offers to collaborate with me or provide materials for use in my guides.
PLEASE Help “spread the word” about my website
The only negative feedback I get is, “I wish I knew about your port guides before my vacation”. Please tell
your friends and post a reference to my guides and website on the blogs. To receive email notification when
new guides are available, send your email address to me at TomsPortGuides@gmail.com

Copyright Notice & Terms and Conditions for Use of My Guides
My port guides and everything on my website www.TomsPortGuides.com is copyrighted by Thomas Sheridan
with all rights reserved, and protected by international copyright laws.
PERMITTED USE: Personal, non-commercial use of my port guides and/or material from my website.
I allow individuals to take my guides apart for personal, non-commercial use. Many cruisers carry a map or a
few pages from my guide on a shore excursion. That's OK. I also allow people to post my guides on websites
they set up for fellow travelers to share information on shore excursions such as the websites set up by Cruise
Critic members for the Roll Calls. That's OK. My guides are for use and enjoyment of individual travelers.
PROHIBITED USE of my port guides and/or material from my website.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to use material from my website for a commercial
purpose, to sell, require a membership to download my port guides, or use my copyrighted material for a
commercial purpose.
NO person, company, organization, website, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from my guides or material
from my website as electronic, digital, or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept intact, as downloaded
from my website, with this copyright notice.
NO Cruise Ship employee, representative, contractor, port lecturer, etc. is permitted to distribute excerpts from
my guides or material from my website as electronic, digital or paper copies. My Port Guides must be kept
intact, as downloaded from my website, with this copyright notice. A blatant example of violation of my
copyright was a cruise ship docked in Copenhagen where the shore excursion desk personnel removed maps
from my guide, removed my name as the copyright owner, and copied/distributed my maps.
Fortunately, a friend of mine on that ship complained to the purser and the ship stopped violating my copyright.
If there is any question about use of my guides, contact me at TomsPortGuides@Gmail.com
Tom Sheridan
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